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about this publication

Previously published in the 1
Austin, Texas, this humble 06zine
my bandds newsletter and uninten

into a regional Texas publication.

Since relocating to Atlanta, | was the
Entertainment Editor of Atl antabd
magazine, Labrys , until its demise in 2009, and
had an adventurous stint as Contributing and then
Interim Editor for the GLBT news weekly, ATL Free
Press , defunct in 2010

Amidst the ever changing landscape of
Atl antads gay media scenBpnbbdve

Label It! and the concept of cross - pollinating on

paper and online the worlds | 06ve
the live music scene, film happenings, and the

gay community . Within these pages, they coexist

in harmony.

Thanks for picking us up!
Xanna Don
Most p hotos by Ann L. Brown

Web site by Kathryn R. Smith
E 2011 Xanna D

If your business would like to become an
environmentally conscious print  sponsor,

please contact Xanna at dontlabelit@gmail.com .
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Beverly McClellan ha s The Voice
by Xanna Donot

When the booming yet flexible voice of Beverly

McClellan  hits Atlanta Pride, every head in
Piedmont Park will turn like Christina

Aguil erads cockpit chair o
version of Idol, The Voice . Her talent demands
it . Beverly possesses an undeniable sincerity

that instantly relates in her performances

Now, s he has finally arrived

Xanna DoThi$year you had an amazing
breakt hrough on NBCO&6s new
The Voice . Did it surprise you? Were you

surprised that you received the most votes in

thesemi -finals on Christina
impressive  vocal team?

n NBC

singi

Agui | «



Beverly McClellan . Absolutely! America is
growing up to pass a girl like me through.

XD Much to NBCOG6s credit, they
age cutoff for contenders on The Voice . But

you mentioned a couple of times on the show

that you were the oldest contestant to make

it . Having two decades of experience under

your belt must have contributed to yo ur

abi lity to shine under pressure, b ut did you

worry being older could cost you votes? Was

your age ever a concern for you?

BM 1 don't feel my age negatively impacted

my chances on the show . I was never concerned
that | might not connect with audienc es based
on my age . Music transcends age boundaries, |

believe . My many years of experience

definitely added a confidence on stage, but

experienced or not, we were all there to

connect with America as performers.

XD At what point in the audition proces s did
you become excited about the possibility of
national television exposure?

BM | was excited for the possibility of

national exposure from the very start when |

auditioned in Miami . Itis difficult for local

artists to break through . Whether thatwa s
ever my destiny, | wanted to give my music the

chance to be heard outside of South Florida.

XD The Voice emulates the process record
companies used to employ: find talent based on
hearing it first and then groom it, not mold

it . For solong, the reco rding industry has



based who they sign on image or on how many

albums an act is able to sell independently

(which isndét always a reflectio
Do you think The Voice can influence the way

labels sign artists?

BM Ido . The whole premise negates the trend
of sex symbols behind a microphone Lt
embraces artists for their individuality and

talent first . The success of the show stands

as a model of the importance to let music
shine above all else.

XD It was fabulous that you, Vicci Martinez,

and that big loveable bear, Nakia dall openly

gay performers ower e embr aced by the s
producers and the thousands of fans who voted

for all of you . Would you have participated if

theydd asked you to downplay be

BM | would not have been invol ved with the
program if | or anyone else was asked to hide

who they are . I've always lived expressing

myself truly; | could never hide that and

would never want anyone to be influenced to,

for that matter . The second song on my latest
self - titled record wa s written with that very
idea in mind: | Can't Hide Me

XD You seem like the kind of person who

wonbdt be changed by your fAovern
What 6s your philosophy? How do
life as a musical performer?

BM | never forget where | came f rom. | have
my Grandmother's seed planted inside of me
Like roots, that mentality and her memory are



a part of who | am . When everyday life grows
faster than we do, | think we have to embrace
our beginnings to catch up.

XD Did you get married yet? Will your
fellow Aguilera teammate Frenchie Davis sing
at your wedding, as reported?

BM The wedding hasn't happened yet, but
there will be many from my Voice family there
to embrace our union.

XD Youdre a Florida native, cL
in Fort Laud erdale . What does it mean to you

to play Atlanta Pride, the biggest gay pride

celebration in the southeast?

BM I'm honored to be a part of this event o
have said it before and | am sure to again: |

will do me no matter what . Our differences are

vast, but music is what brings us all

together . | believe in being the change you

wantto see . Pride events mirror the notion of

staying true despite any obstacle.

Beverly McClellan plays the Coca - Cola stage on
Sunday, October 9, at 4:45 pm.

The Voice returns to NBC on February 5, 2012,
following Super Bowl XLVI.

www.beverlymcclellan.com
www.myspace.com/beverlyshane

Xannab6és interview with BealseappegrsiMc Cl el
Prideds of fi cimadazing Oguidle available online at

www.atlantapride.org
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more P”de mUS|C by Xanna Donot

Similarly over -
due for the big
spotlight,
lesbian local
legend Michelle
Malone [left]
was described
by The Village
Voice as being
more than on
par with Sheryl
Crow and
- deserving to be
Airubbing shoulders with The Al Il mar
Buddy Guys of the world. o She hac
television world this year, too, when her song,

Rest raining Order Blues , played within a recent

episode of True Blood . Recently she added a couple

of well deserved wall hangings to her home: Gold

and Platinum records for co - writing with The Indigo

Girls . Tirelessly touring, The Michelle Malone

Banned (cheek y take on fAbando) is also

a big hometown welcome at Atlanta Pride this year

Tuck some extra cash in your pocket to pick up the

new album, Debris , at the merch booth after their
set on Pr i de 0 sCol@staga 10/08 @ 5:30 pm
www.michellemalone.com

God- des and She  are yet another act owing
their momentum to the small screen . In 2006,
Showt i nidéélsWord propelled them to big venue
status with their #1 Logo charting, rap/soul hit,
LoveYou Better . Thi s yeards neThrea,l bum,
produced by Brian Hardgroove (Public Enemy, Wu
Tang, Aerosmith) threatens to hoist the duo even
further . But their Atlanta Pride performance on


http://www.michellemalone.com/

10/09 @ 5:30 pm should assure their lesbian base
who they love best . www.god- desandshe.com

Childhood friends
who reconnected
musically years
later, Louisville ,
Kent uc kAmarsa
Lucas and Audrey
Cecil areas
accomplished
separately as they

are terrific
together under the
Photo of Bridge 19 by Patty Henry moniker Bridge 19
Last year, they won the local performer spot for
Lilith Fairoés |1 ndi ankBgpabparispopst op
and folk, their arrangements creep into Americana
easily as they ha rmonize like siblings . But mostly

these gals display a clear comprehension of the
value of being working musicians and, like Beverly
McClellan and Michelle Malone, have the attitude

and heart to gracefully ascend as an act . See them
10/09 @ 3 pm on the Bud Light Stage . www.alac -
music.com

Ut ahds buff, wlho&ihgdadroclkeer
Justin Utley excommunicated himself from The Mormon
Church, publicly denouncing their
therapyo after under gwyearyg . iLast f or t
year, he appeared in a leading role in the musical
AOQur Countryo at the New Yor.k Thee

This year, he was chosen as one of
AWhoo6s Next. o Activist, musician,
actor, his self - penned, big sky country -ting ed

ballad, Stand For Something , reminds us how

resolutely he does . Justin performs 10/08 @ 2:50 pm

on the Coca Cola Stage . www.justinutley.com
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il feel |l i ke the gays are al ways
New York - born, international pop/dance diva Wynter

Gordon of her appreciation for the L
trend - setting

taste during a

live web chat
with
WildAtlanta.com
Sitting on a
greaser flamed
car seat
spor ting a chic
670s o6fr o, s h
tells Pride audiences to expect e
sweat . 0 Having already written fc
and Flo Rida, her debut album, With The Music |
Die , dropped in Australia last June and is due in
the states by the end of the year . lIts hit single,
Dirty Talk  , went triple Platinum down under and
topped the U.S. dance charts as well . Wynter can
likely expect a jubilant audience reaction when she
performs  Putting It Out There (Pride) ,a
promotional single that was the official the me of

Sidneyds 2011 c e linaadditian toiAttama

Pride, you can see her as a guest judge on Simon

Cowel l s upcoming new FolReXt al ent ¢
Factor . Wynterb6s Pride set is 10/ 08
the Coca - Cola Stage. www.myspace.com/wynter85

With Feel Your Love, Secret Love, and Cry
Tonight (Kiss Me Back) , Kim Sozzi is another solid -
voiced diva well acquainted with the rare air at
the top of the dance charts . Her new song, Rated R ,
takes on a sociopolitical tone as its video spills
images of high profile women done wrong by their

men But itds not &oddwhernstill feel
compelled to dance with abandon as you commiserate
with her observations on 10/09 @ 4:10 pm, Coca - Cola

Stage . www.facebook.com/kimsozzimusic



http://www.myspace.com/wynter85
http://www.facebook.com/kimsozzimusic

Pridebds Saturday night head!t i ne

talented, multi - Platinum recording artist Deborah
Cox. In 1998, her single, Nobodyds Supposed
Here , became the longest running #1 hit in
Bill boardds R&B chaSheobhsi srtaocrkyed up
#1 dance hits since then as well . In other words,
this woman has sold a lot of records . Deborah has
also appeared on Broadway in Elton John and Tim
Ri c e @isla as the title character and returns to
the Great White Way next year to portray Josephine
Bakerin  Josephine . Her Pride appearance on 10/08 @
8:35 pm (Coca - Cola Stage) is a true triumph for
Atlanta . www.deborahcox.com
A new line - up of glam outfi t The Sexual Side
Effects = emerged this year to a vastly increased
audience . Still fronted by Amber Taylor , a
transgendered lesbian rumored to be Ziggy
Stardust és baby sister, t he backbc
now fused by straight ax men with one mission: play
her songs really well . They succeed . This summer,
Amber created a theme night call ec

that was hugely attended at iconic Atlanta music

venue The Masquerade, holding promise of a reprise :

I'n their newest i ncarnati on, t he ¢
soun d is more accessible than ever . Catch 6em on
10/08 @ 3:55 pm, Bud Light Stage.

www.thesexualsideeffects.com

A new side of Promise has also emerged this
year . Her sound is tighter, poppier, and radio -
friendly . She once had a job at Arista Records in
New York City where she learned the ropes of the
business, which no doubt served her well in
securing a role in the choir of the upcoming
Atlanta - filmed Queen Latifah vehicle, Joyful Noise :
with Dolly Parton . Promise has done her home work
and is ready for the test, 10/08 @ 4:40 pm (Bud
Light Stage). www.myspace.com/promiseonline



http://www.deborahcox.com/
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http://www.myspace.com/promiseonline

New Yorker  Sir Ari Gold could be described as
the Jewish Lady Gaga; hebés not afr
musical influences or his fashion choices and is
adept at both . He also DJs at East Village gay bar
The Cock when heds not juggling gi
Catskills with his brother, Elon . Letdbs hope Ari
brings his ferocious tiger costume from his The
Human Way It Is video . Hisis an act that must be
seen, 10/09 @ 6:15 pm on the Coca - Cola Stage
www.myspace.com/arigoldtheartist

Local band The Orkids are a catchy, high
energy synth pop encounter remini ¢
The Human League and The Eurythmics . They have
sharp musical chops, crafty songwriting skills, and
were honored earlier this year as one of the Top 30
Athens Bands by p restigious Paste Magazine . They
play Pride 10/08 @ 3:35 pm on the Coca - Cola Stage
www.myspace.com/theorkids

Fronted by vocalist and pianist John SH!
Williams , newcomers Hemming and Hawing  vault  dance -
pop gymnastics with the adroitnes:s

Erasure . But wupon closer | isten, itéds
beauty of that bandbs predecessor,
early 0680s contemporaries, This Mc
shi mmers in H&HOGs exper. Weinlivea l bal

shows are known to pause for bombastic, impromptu
Afchug fests,d so have a beer at h

fal)

merriment at their Pride debut on 10/09 @ 4:20 pm,
Bud Light Stage . www.hemmingandhawing.com
North Caro lina transplant Nubia Soul GODdes

embodi es a s oot78sivibeg , Hérlrelaxed,
nurturing sound lulls and boogies with shades of

disco . An accomplished percussionist, she writes,
arranges, sings, plays and produces her original

music . She is earth mother to her own contagious
sound . Groove along on 10/08 @ 2:20 pm, Bud Light
Stage . www.myspace.com/mysteryous9
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Chicago gal moves to Nashville and gets
positive attention from the jaded, ornery country

music industry . That &atieQuick 6s story in a
nutshell . Of her single, Best In Me i Sweet as
candy, 6 was Music Row Magazinebs d
agree . Playthato ne again! Hear it 10/09 @ 3:40
pm, Bud Light Stage . www.katiequick.com

Young Atlanta country musician Hannah Thomas
brings a full throated approach to her repertoire
Local openly - gay drummer Clay Cook compar es herto
Gretchen Wilson and Shawn Mullins has acerbically
observed, fANo auto tune needed for
Hear it yourself on 10/08 @ 2 pm, Coca - Cola Stage.

www.myspace.com/hannahthomasmusic

still  more Pride music
Fresh faced Good Girl  Alexis Jordan mixes Taylor Swift

aesthetics with a Beyonce - influenced pop sound; s he may

be only 18 years ol d, but shebs alrea
hit with Happiness . wwv.myspace.com/alexisjordan

Bill boardés Breakout Act of 2005, At
wave duo Slick & Rose prove theyoére stildl rel e
a decade of performing ( www.myspace.com/slick&rose )

whi | e Tup Bustpadnd The Robodrum take a jamming,

Dave Matthews approach to blues rock. www.Robodrum.com
Established Atlanta funksters Gurufish  play Prince -

inspired patter with percussive guitar riffs .
www.myspace.com/gurufish Atlanta vocalist Shade sings

silky electro pop with rap breaks .

www.reverbnation.com/shadenation And returning to

Prideds stages tMidhdJoysdBand , bringsthe

wedding reception experience to the park as Demizes , a

#1 IAIRA recording artist, shakes his well received

Onion in tight undies and satin shirts

www.demizesonline.com

Xann afals Pride music prev iew also appears in Prideoo:
official 2011 magazine guide . View it online at

www.atlantapride.org
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encounters

TUESDAYSeptember 27

Miller Light Concert Segiesents
Lily of The Suburpistured]The
Canvas WaitirapydMike Killeen

SUNDAYSeptember 18
16h Annual Fall Garden Pa#tafiting
Atlanta Lesbian Health Initiative Smithos Ol de B:

@ Eins t.@s.mno S AT www.myspace.com/lilyofthesuburbs
www.thehealthinitiative.org = s ‘

The Prime Time Emmy Awards
onFox www.emmys.tv

Equally Wed Magazpneserst
Love Is Love Wedding Show
@ W Hotel Midtown ATL
www.equallywed.com

Septembe % October 6
OUT ON FILKILBT Film Fest

MONDAYSeptember 19

Season 1@remiere of

Dancing With The StaraBC

withChaz Bono, Nancy Grauare
www.abc.go.com/dancingwiththestars

@ Midtown Art Cinemare
www.outonfilm.org

sATURDAYOCtober 1

Party At Pondeaturing

Shawn Mullifgctured with Xanna

D o n Brancine Rea)dThe Indigo
Girlswithfood sampldésom
Watershed® a t h Yeah! Busger,
more@ Ponce City Marketi1 pm
www.partyatponce.com

FRIDAYSeptember 23

Atlanta Food Ravepm

@ Andrews Entertainment Complex
www.atlantafoodrave.com
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