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present
Out On Film’s
LEADING LADIES
post-screening party

Midtown Art Cinéma 6:30 pm
Bellissima 8:30—10:30 pm

LEADING LADIES is a fun,

musical, lesbian romantic

comedy. Exchange your

movie ticket stub or wear
ON l:l I_M your festival badge to

receive your first drink
free. Food, music, more..




FLAT CAT - redefined and on the prow/

by Xanna Don’t

Chuck Brittain barely caught a flight home to Atlanta
from his beach house in St. Croix just before
Hurricane Earl hit. He’s a bit distressed on the
phone because his cleaning boy called in sick with a
sprained thumb and Chuck’s mom arrives for a visit
the next day. But he can handle it. He’s got time to
clean his own digs because he has reshaped the way
his well-known local band, Flat Cat, functions.
Immersed in the overwhelming responsibilities of
being a band leader, he recalls his life a year ago.



“Flat Cat had always been my band with backing
musicians. Then last year I was over it. We played
City Stages in Birmingham after playing at the Nick.
Our set was a disaster, as was the fest; it went
bankrupt, and their check bounced,” he recounted
wistfully.

Yes, Chuck was done with Flat Cat and being
solely responsible for the success of a performing
act. He elected to play in other bands like The
Cogburns, because he “could just go and play and not
worry about anything.”

Part of his frustration stemmed from a marketing
approach adopted by that short-lived Birmingham music
festival entity. Their research uncovered Flat Cat’s
participation in Blake’s Southern Exposure all-glbt
music series, and they ran with it.

“I never promoted the band as gay. Suddenly we
were pigeon-holed,” Chuck recalls.

The City Stages’ folks abruptly plucked “the gay
band” from their original time slot between a
Christian band and En Vogue, moved them to the big
stage with Lynyrd Skynyrd and The Doobie Brothers,
and promoted Chuck as the next Jon Ginoli or Bob
Mould. It felt wrong.

Ultimately, Flat
Cat’s garage power pop
sound was too good to
abandon; Chuck reformed
the band this year with
Clay McClure on drums,
Amy Rollinson on rhythm
guitar, and the ninth,

and therefore in Flat
Cat logic, final member of the band, Bucky Motter on
bass. Three quarters of the band contribute to song-
writing and Amy and Bucky sing occasionally, too.

“Here are four personalities who click. It took
the pressure off of me. It went from my project to a
real band,” he elates.



Still, with two gay
men, a straight gal, and
a FtM trans man, the
glbt label still sticks
a sad stigma on them
within the southern
music industry.

“"I see it as a
major problem in Atlanta
that there are so many
musicians here who
happen to be gay who are
ostracized from the
mainstream music scene,”
Chuck accurately
observes, citing the
insanely talented Sean
Kagalis as an example of
someone who should be
playing out more.

“Before, we didn’t
view sexuality as the
main part of the band
and were therefore able
to play at Lenny’s,
Smith’s, and Star Bar.
But somehow it became
about sexuality and we
never wanted it to be
that. We wanted to be a
band that just happens
to have straight, gay,
and trans members. We
just want to rock face,”
an expression Chuck
credits to Bucky.

“We have a draw,
and they still don’t
book us. And they booked
us before,” he notes.

One venue that has
always welcomed ‘the
Cat’ is Atlanta’s Red
Light Café, where on
September 17, they will
test drive some of their
new songs to appear on a
CD later this year. But
the recording process
has been slow and
methodical and, within
that process, Chuck sees
what he feels are the
defining characteristics
of this new incarnation
of Flat Cat. It has
nothing to do with
sexuality.

“"We should have
finished this CD months
ago,” he ponders. “But
alas, I am now working
with two technical
musicians [Clay and
Bucky] who just can't go
with the feeling and let
it go. Amy and I are
just attitude. They are
true musicians. I think
that’s why this version
of the band works.”

FLAT CAT, Friday, September 17 @ Red Light Café, ATL

Photos by Wendy Patrick



Atlanta Progressive News’
Town Hall Meeting

Atlanta Progressive
News (APN) held its
first monthly Town
Hall Meeting on
August 17. Editor
Matthew Cardinale
(left) assembled a
panel of energy and
policy experts to
discuss The Gulf
Coast 0Oil Spill and
Implications for
Action. They
included Bobbie
Paul, Excutive Director, Georgia Women’s Action for

New Directions (WAND) on the subject of nuclear
power; Erin Glynn of Sierra Club Georgia’s Beyond
Coal Campaign; Sally Flock, Executive Director,
People Educating Drivers about Safety (PEDS); Cheri
Mitchell, Outreach Coordinator, ACT Now, on public
transportation; Tracie Stern of World Can’t Wait and
Revolution Newspaper reporting on the Emergency
Committee to Stop the Gulf 0il Disaster; and Carol
Coney, Community Activist, on upcoming local
protests. The meeting, which also included a video
presentation, drew a crowd of 40 people, some of whom
participated in a post-discussion Q&A forum.

APN’s next Town Hall Meeting will address Ballot
Access Challenges in Georgia for Third Party and
Independent Candidates on September 21, at Spring4th
Center, Atlanta, 7-9 pm. Tabling and networking
begins at 6:30 pm.

www.atlantaprogressivenews.comn
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OSCAR BOUND
Winter’s Bone — a tragic American tapestry

By Xanna Don't

September is traditionally the month the big studios
begin rolling out their best for Oscar consideration.
But a film that swept the festival circuit at the
beginning of this year and has been held over in
theaters for months this summer is a very worthy
contender.

Winter’s Bone won the Grand Jury Prize for Best
Picture at the Sundance Film Festival in January and
if The Academy of Motion Pictures (The Oscars)
decides to continue with 10 Best Picture nominees
again in 2011 it should easily grace that category.
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The writing also won Best Screenplay at
Sundance. Beyond the crystal meth drug references
some of us may know from the AMC television show,
Breaking Bad, its prose takes you into a world with
its own rural expressions, dialect and humble



rhythms. It's dramatic, suspenseful, scary, and
tender. Despite the brutal poverty of these people
living in Missouri's Ozark Mountains, the cinema-
tography is beautiful; bleak, cold landscapes dotted
with tattered toys and dilapidated shacks appear
almost romantic. FEach frame is evocative of their
despair conflicted by a love of home. The acting
overall is superb. Jennifer Lawrence as Ree Dolly
deftly molds a lead character who is gquite amazing.
In her quest to find her meth-cooking father before
he misses a court appearance that will cost her
family their home to the bail bondsman, she is tough,
caring, sympathetic, clever, and always true to who
she is. 1It's a career-making performance.

Dale Dickey
/s steely and
unpredictable
as Merab, the
clan leader’s
gatekeeper

The supporting roles are well executed. John Hawkes
is arrestingly menacing as her uncle, Teardrop; he
displays some nice range later in the film, too.
Character actress Dale Dickey expands on her Breaking
Bad guest spot as the meth addicted mom who crushes
her husband under a stolen ATM machine with her
steely and unpredictable portrayal of Merab, the
clan leader's gatekeeper. She’s damn good.

Overall, director Debra Granik effectively
weaves a memorable and tragic American tapestry.

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED
Winter’s Bone will be available on DVD October 26.
http://www.wintersbonemovie.com/



http://www.wintersbonemovie.com/

encounters

September 3—6
DRAGON CON

@ Hyatt Regency

& Marriott Marquis, ATL
www.dragoncon.org

September 3—8

Atlanta Black Pride Weekend
@ various venues
www.atlantaprideweekend.com

September 4

Peaches Christ

& Out On Film present

All About Evil with Mink Stole
@ Midtown Art Cinema, ATL
www.outonfilm.org

COMING 2010

September 6—12
20th Southern Comfort Conference
@ Crowne Plaza Ravinia Hotel, ATL

www.sccatl.org

September 7

That Evening Sun—avd release
starring Hal Holbrook and Indie Spirit Award
Nominees Ray McKinnon and Mia Wasikowska

@ Netflix, Amazon, more
www.thateveningsun.com

September 7

Jay Brannan

@ Eddie’s Attic, Decatur, GA
WWW.myspace.com/jaybrannan

September 8

John Mayer

@ Aaron’s Amphitheatre, ATL
www.myspace.com/johnmayer

September 9

Railroad Noir by Linda Grant Niemann
reading @ Charis Books, ATL—7:30 pm
www.charisbooksandmore.com

aen & AGLCC present
Fall Madness @ Jungle, ATL—6:30 pm
www.atlantagaychamber.org

September 9 & 10

Those Darlins with The Strange Boys
and Gentleman Jesse @ The Earl, ATL
www.myspace.com/darlins
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September 13
Vanity Theft @ Smith’s Olde Bar, ATL
www.myspace.com/vanitytheft

September 17

Shooter Jennings

@ The Masquerade, ATL
WWW.myspace.com/shooterjennings

Flat Cat @ Red Light Café, ATL
www.myspace.com/flatcatatlanta

JP, Chrissie & The Fairground Boys
@ Atlantic Station Park, ATL
www.myspace.com/chrissiehyndejpjones

September 17—19
Rhythm and Roots Reunion music festival
Bristol, TN www.bristolrhythm.com

September 18
Billy Bragg @ Cat's Cradle, Carrboro, NC
www.myspace.com/billybragg

September 19
The Devil Makes Three

@ Smith’s Olde Bar, ATL
www.myspace.com/thedevilmakesthree

September 25
Atlanta Roller Girls—roller derby

@ Yaarab Shrine Center, ATL
with an after party @ Smith’s Olde Bar, ATL
www.myspace.com/atlantarollergirls

Marshall Crenshaw—early show
@ Smith’s Olde Bar (upstairs), ATL
www.myspace.com/marshallcrenshaw

Aimee Mann
@ Variety Playhouse, ATL
WWW.myspace.com/aimeemann

i ot st
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September 25 & 26

Midtown Festival of The Arts

with The Connells [pictured], Ruby Velle, more
@ locations along Peachtree Street
www.midtownfestivalofthearts.org

September 26

AGLCC Community Expo 1—5pm

@ Georgia International Convention Center
www.atlantagaychamber.org

October 1—7
Out On Film—gibt film festival
@ Midtown Art Cinema, ATL

www.outonfilm.org
v~‘ - ‘ . + N ~ N
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Elena Undone shows Monday, October 4 @ 7 pm.

October 3

Atlanta Lesbian Health Initiative’s
15th Annual Fall Garden Party
@ Einstein’s, ATL
www.thehealthinitiative.org

October 8—10
ATLANTA GAY PRIDE
@ Piedmont Park, more
www.atlantapride.org

October 8 & 9
comedian Ron White
@ The Fabulous Fox Theatre, ATL

October 9
Drive-By Truckers @ Buckhead Theatre
www.myspace.com/drivebytruckers

Asylum Street Spankers—farewell tour
@ Smith’s Olde Bar, ATL
www.asylumstreetspankers.com

Photo by Dayna Louise Blackwell

October 13—16
Atlanta Queer Literary Fesitval
www.myspace.com/atlantaqueerlitfest



http://www.midtownfestivalofthearts.org/
http://www.atlantagaychamber.org/
http://www.outonfilm.org/
http://www.thehealthinitiative.org/
http://www.atlantapride.org/
http://www.myspace.com/ron.white
http://www.myspace.com/drivebytruckers
http://www.asylumstreetspankers.com/
http://www.myspace.com/atlantaqueerlitfest
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in vino veritas

by Xanna Don’t

Teresa Eiland is Wine
Director of Tower Wine &
Spirits with locations in
Buckhead & Doraville.

She is the debut quest of

Don’t Label It!'s new
in vino veritas column.

Xanna: Everywhere we turned this summer, rose, rose,
rose! Dry ones, too. Do we know how this trend evolved?
Will we see rose continue into the fall?

Teresa: The dry rose trend has been building for a few
years. There's always been some interest, enough that
Tower offered at least 15 to 20 different versions -
usually French, from Provence and the Rhone, mostly - on
the shelf during the peak summer season. But demand really
seems to have exploded in the last two years. Now we stock
not only the southern French versions but domestic,
Italian, Spanish, Austrian, Argentine, and Portuguese
roses, in addition to versions from other parts of France
such as the Loire Valley, Burgundy, and Savoy! I think a
few factors are driving this interest, including the
increasing sophistication of the Atlanta wine drinker:
consumers are willing, eager even, to try new things. It's
no longer assumed that if a wine is pink that it's sweet.
Most importantly, I think a lot of consumers have been
exposed to dry roses while travelling to winemaking
regions like Provence and the Central Coast of California
and have realized how just how "serious," how refreshing,
and how food-friendly these wines can be. Customers come
back to Atlanta and want to recreate a bit of that
vacation feeling with a glass of rose. Our rose sales were
surprisingly strong last year through the fall and winter,
with a spike around Thanksgiving. I never would have
expected sales to keep growing once the weather cooled
down, but I suppose a lot of people have figured out that
rose is great with Thanksgiving turkey and trimmings! I
expect similarly strong sales this year.



X: One of my favorites of your astute recommendations was
the Hungarian Kiralyudvar Tokaji Firmint Sec (2006),
amazingly priced at $15.99, which you described as “the
best dry white you’ve never heard of” in one of your
beautifully written Tower Wine newsletters. A dry Tokaji
is a recent development for Eastern Europe. Can you give
us the scoop on its origin?

T: One of the most rewarding aspects of my job is
introducing our customers to unusual or esoteric wines
that offer excellent value for the money. I have to admit,
the response to the Kiralyudvar took me completely by
surprise: we sold so much of it that we were able to
negotiate an even better price with our supplier [it
previously sold for $19.99]. I never would have expected
that kind of customer
reaction to a virtually
unpronounceable Eastern
European wine made from
obscure grapes like
Furmint and Harsleveldi,
but I think it's just
another example of how

adventurous and discern
-ing our customers really are. Kiralyudvar is an historic
domaine: they supplied wine to the Hungarian royal court
as early as the 11th century and contributed to the
worldwide renown of Hungary's sweet Tokaji wines
throughout the 16th, 17th, and 18th centuries. Various
wars and Communism very nearly decimated the wine industry
in Tokaji, but a surge of investment after the fall of the
Iron Curtain has reinvigorated the industry, particularly
with regards to the dry white wines which are now more
fashionable than their sweet counterparts. American
businessman Anthony Hwang purchased Kiralyudvar in 1997
and, with Noel Pinguet of the iconic Domaine Huet in
Vouvray, has revitalized the estate.

X: You just returned from Oregon, an American wine region
that has grown wildly in popularity. What is it about that
part of our country that produces such great new wines?
What’s trending in the Pacific Northwest these days?



T: Great wine is the result of the right grape grown in
the right place and handled in the right way. In Oregon,
you have a perfect marriage of a grape, pinot noir, and a
place, the Willamette Valley. Combine that with the 40
years of experience that vineyard owners and winemakers in
Oregon now have in handling the notoriously finicky pinot
noir grape and you have a recipe for perfectly delicious
wines. But the biggest trend I noticed during my last trip
to Oregon actually had very little to do with wine! Oregon
is becoming something of an epicenter for the craft
distilling movement, much as it was for the craft beer
movement. Clear Creek distillery is making some gorgeous
eau-de-vieu and liqueurs, including the best cassis I've
ever tasted.

X: Your job sends you around the planet in search of fine
affordable wines. You spent time in France and Italy last
spring and those vintages will arrive in-store over the
next month. Can you share a couple of highlights of your
tastings in Europe? Anything new in the old world?

T: My trip to Italy was productive but a whirlwind of non-
stop work, meetings, and tastings. The half hour I spent
tasting with Mario Pelosi of Tenuta Casteani in Tuscany
was particularly enjoyable and I purchased rather a lot of
his very fine but very inexpensive Super Tuscan Sessanta.
I was especially pleased on returning to the States to
learn that this wine is a finalist for the prestigious Tre
Bicchiere (three glasses) award from the influential
Italian wine publication, Gambero Rosso. It was a nice bit
of validation that the wines I had selected

for our clientele were good enough for
the experts, too! The French portion of
my trip was even more intense as I tasted
over a hundred 2009 Bordeaux with various
suppliers. I finally got to relax on the
last day of my trip, when I shared lunch
with a dear friend on the terrace of the
Hotel Regent. The weather was gorgeous,
my salad nicoise was delicious, and we
split a bottle of perfectly chilled
French rose (of course!). It was a

perfect afternoon.
www.towerwinespirits.com



Your
Personal
Forecast

SEPTEMBER
2010

What would Joan da?

What would Xanna don‘t?

VIRGO

My disappointing husband is headed to
war and my boss still wants me badly.
But what really needs my focus is work.

Don't throw all that bubbly bathwater out
with the baby notion of an ultimately bad
idea. You will need to tread it for awhile

L/IBRA

I'm not one for a night out with the girls.
I'm not a Marilyn or a Jackie. As the
boys will tell you: Marilyn was a Joan.

Don't let the smell of the crowd keep you
from the roar of the greasepaint. No one
notices the make up artist. Is she for you?

SCORPIO

Don. Even while inappropriately joking
about an executive’s foot macheteed by
a John Deere, it's there. Chemistry.

Don't censor yourself when the moment is
ripe for intimacy. Risk revealing what you
really feel. It's the only way to be happy.

SAGITTARIUS

Getting Roger’s call to help form Sterling
Cooper Draper Pryce was life saving.
You should try answering your phone.

Don't allow your ambitions to override
your manners and innate sense of tact.
Graciously climb each rung on the ladder.

CAFPRICORN

My husband doesn’t want me to work.
Balancing his fragile male ego with my
needs is precarious, but attainable.

Don't know it all? None of us do. Sharing
ideas and concepts with people you
respect leads to greater understanding.

AQUARIUS

"This is why | don't allow crying in the
break room. It erodes morale. There’s a
place to do that, like you're apartment.”

Don't allow professional challenges to
keep you from the people you love. You
can have, and deserve, the best of both.

PISCES

My old school finesse will always be in
demand in the business world. Still, it's
obvious I'm capable of so much more.

Don't sings: “Not your fault but mine...
your heart on the line. | really fucked it up
this time, Didn’t | my dear?” mumford & Sons

ARIES

Lane’s roses were disconcerting. But no
one can make you feel like a ‘helpless
stupid little girl’ without your consent.

Don't kill the messenger! Maybe the
author’'s words weren’t meant for you?
Even so, bludgeoning the typist ain’t cool.

TAURUS

When | asked Don if he'd be alright with
his office-smashing secretary coming
back, | knew his consent was only guilt.

Don'’t beat yourself up if you need space
and time to work out your goals. You can’t
be everything to everyone all the time.

GEMINI

Put on that red dress with the bow in the
back and lead the cha cha conga line at
the company Christmas party. Sashay.

Don't shy away from your new ability to
meld. You may not be in your ideal milieu,
but you could quite easily make it yours.

CANCER

With a shiny new Clio Award under our
belts, we're ready to bag the elephants.
This September, plan your own safari.

Don't let anyone diminish your accomp-
lishments. People have a tendency to
downplay what they don’t understand.

LEO

“One minute, you're on top of the world.
The next, some secretary is running over
your foot with a lawn mower.” Hobble on.

Don’t acquiesce to the current pace. Is it
maintainable? The smart money is on the
runner who knows just when to surge...

Christina Hendricks plays Joan Holloway Harris on AMC’s Mad Men.

www.amctv.com [These forecasts are the author’s interpretation of what the onscreen personality might say.]
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text messages

me (7/24, 6:44 pm). "Are you trying to get in

steve (8/26, 1:23 pm): “you might have been

me (7/16, 9:04 pm): @
Kai Lin. Laura G. just tried
to cut the 25-minute long
bar line by talking to me!
So | asked her why she
blocked me on Facebook!
me (7/16, 9:05 pm): ...and
then observed, “This is a
really long line. | think the
end of it is back there!”
ann (7/16, 9:06 pm): Ha
ha!

me (7/16, 9:16 pm):
Jeanette is here!

ann (7/16,9:18 pm): ©

me (7/24, 5:22 pm): The
food is amazing! Cerviche!
Brian & Chip walked in
and wouldn't talk to
me...so funny.

ann (7/24, 5:24 pm): LOL.
Eat eat eat and enjoy as
much as you can. Have
fun and send pix.

me (7/24, 5:47 pm): Juan
& Guyton. <

me (7/24, 6:43 pm): After
crossing the room to talk
with Dan Grossman and
Alex Wan, | returned to my
seat as Brian sat down
next to my bag! | hollered:

me (7/24, 6:44 pm): “Are
you trying to get into my
purse like you did on
Monday!” He laughed.
ann (7/24, 6:46 pm): Ha
ha, funny dear. ©

me (7/24, 7:03 pm): When
| asked him how he was
doing, he hesitated. | said,
“All is fair.” He hugged me
and said he coulda used
“a reach around!”

ann (7/24, 7:19 pm): What
a freak.

me (7/24, 7:28 pm): He
means | fucked him. Chip
seems more emotional
about it. | really want him
to be ok thru all of this.
ann (7/24, 8:38 pm):
How's it going? Having
fun? How many
ambulances so far?

me (7/24, 9:40 pm): Omg,
Gaydar's attorney still
insists he can’t be
photographed! Hmmm.
me (7/24,10:19 pm):
Sporadic fireworks...

ann (7/24, 10:20 pm):
Where do | meet you?

me (7/24,10:27 pm): Get
me outta here! Gonna try

to make my way out by
12th and Piedmont...

brad (8/23, 1:09 pm):
What are you doing? | am
at Target.

me (8/23, 1:22 pm): Did
you want to stop by for
coffee?

me (8/23, 6:49 pm): What
did you mean about “not
knowing where anyone’s
money comes from?” |
hope you don't think I'm
some kinda criminal...?
brad (8/23, 7:50 pm): we
don’t know any source of
income derives

me (8/23, 7:51 pm): Oh,
it's a philosophical
observation.

brad (8/23, 7:52 pm): yes
me (8/23, 8:04 pm): Okey
dokey.

me (8/23, 8:09 pm): But
when you do know the
source is criminal, you
take the money anyway,
because it's possible when
you don't know? Like
buying a blood

diamond?




from hell

my purse like you did on Monday?”
mistreated but..”

me (8/26, 12:26 pm):
Have a great party. Good
luck with it.

steve (8/26, 12:56 pm):
You're not coming?

me (8/26, 1:02 pm): | told
you last weekend | didn’t
want to have a party
anymore because | don't
want to entertain those
ungrateful empty-handed
guys. I'm out.

steve (8/26, 1:09 pm): Ok
never mind! You're the
one that wanted the party
to begin with. I'm sick and
tired of your empty
apologies to them and
calling them ‘real’.
Honestly. | know how they
feel because you've done
the same to me time and
time again and |
overlooked it but you're
slandering someone who
has literally tried to make
right. It appears you
always have to have a
chip on your shoulder

about someone so I'm
over it. Consider this
another friendship hurt
(and maybe lost) because
you can'’t grow up and get
past a stupid bullshit
disagreement!

me (8/26, 1:13 pm):
You're the one who told
me what he was doing to
me—how he took money
in advance from clients
like me and put off
finishing their work. | don't
want to be...

me (8/26, 1:16 pm):
...another abused client,
so I'm the bitch? | don't
have to spend $100 on
nibblies & champers for
people who treat me like
that. 1don’t have to
impress anyone.

steve (8/26, 1:23 pm):
You completely

misunderstood what | said.

No matter! Look up
‘abused’ and ‘mistreated’
and you'll see you might

have been mistreated but
you didn't help in rectifying
the situation either.

steve (8/26, 1:26 pm):
Either way, I'm not
answering anymore
messages today from you
because of how hot you've
made me. Please respect
me by not messaging me
today. Thank you.

me (8/26, 1:29 pm): Final
word? | don’t think so. You
don’t need me to bring my
fancy food. The boys will
be plenty wowed by your
new digs & tv. You can
serve Scott's kool aid. It
seems to be going down
quite well already.

Send YOUR
hellacious
text messages
to dontlabelit
@gmail.com

D Labea DontLabellt.com
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about DON'T LABEL IT/.. Previously published in the 1990’s in Austin, Texas,
this ‘zine began simply as my band’s newsletter and evolved into a regional Texas
publication. Since the demise of Atlanta’s leshian magazine in 2009, as its former
Entertainment Editor, and after a stint as Contributing and then Interim Editor for
another now defunct GLBT paper, I've revived the concept of cross-pollinating on
paper and online the worlds I've always lived in: the live music scene,

film happenings, and the gay community. within these pages, they

coexist in harmony.
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