New documentary’s
Atlanta opening well timed

T Y, o g

\16"
B2

Eagle Aﬁ%orney

: DAN GROSSMAN
J-. opens comparison
dialogue

-f’i‘.\‘.". his ssue.:
e The' ATL takes on Topeka's
Westboro Baptist Church

e What would Breaking Bad’s
Jesse Pinkman do?

e text messages from hell




The ATL takes on Westparo

=Ty

Photos by Xanna Don’t. Photo of APD Red Dog Unit officer (above) by Johnnie Curran.




Baptist Church of Topeka, Kansas




Peril, Pride, Tears and Verve

Stonewall Uprising well timed

by Xanna Don't

Summertime and the
living seemed easier,
especially if you were
from someplace else.
New York City in 1969
was the place where
gay people from
around the country
flocked to be free in an
urban mecca much like
southeastern gays
migrate to Atlanta
today. NYC’s
Greenwich Village was
a hub of hip homo
activity. For the first
time, gays and lesbians
could form relation-
ships not simply based
on secretive
perfunctory sex. They
could be out and open
together. The human-

ization of homo- e ; R
sexuality was birthed. Photos courtesy First Run Features

The inevitable backlash against this progress came from the whip of law
enforcement. New York City police officers routinely hassled this new
community and its gathering spots. The Stonewall Inn was a mixed gay bar
where uptown gays, lesbians, drag queens, and runaway kids congregated
together. It was a filthy pit, but its allure was that same sex couples could slow



dance to the jukebox. Mob-owned,
police harassment at Stonewall was
carefully metered by payoffs. It had
its own expected rhythm.
Eventually the overall
revolutionary spirit of the 1960s
punctuated that beat with an
impatience that couldn’t be denied.
The usual shakedown cha cha took
place on off hours on a weeknight:
the lights would flicker as a warning
and then come up, ID’s were
presented, and the bar was
temporarily cleared. But the
clampdown lost its footing when
police raided Stonewall on a Friday
night at prime time. On June 28,
1969, the gay community of New
York City tore up their dance card.
Stonewall Uprising, a new
documentary opening in Atlanta on
June 25, revisits these events with
impressive interviews from its key
players and opponents. Because
there are so few images from that
fateful night, a predominant chunk of

the film palates the era, immersing
the viewer in the perils of being
discovered homosexual at that time.
Vintage public service video clips are
laughable in warning against the
predatory homosexual lifestyle; the
movie comically juxtaposes their
threatening tone with the present day
recollections of thoughtful men and
women, once the cherubic teens of
the Greenwich scene.

Also among these interviews are
those of the outsiders, then city
councilman and future mayor Ed
Koch, two Village Voice reporters,
and most profoundly, NYPD Deputy
Inspector Seymour Pine of the
Morals Division. Atlantans longing
for an apology from our city’s
government for the unlawful raid on
The Eagle last September will find
some solace in his ethical evolution.
He describes his professional
mission back then as something less
articulated than it was commonly
understood.

“There were no instructions
except to put them out of business,”
Pine states in the film. His eventual
regret for potentially ruining lives
through the implementation of
antiquated laws is meaningful and
satisfying.

The riot itself, or “uprising,” as
Howard Smith of The Village Voice
astutely observes and corrects, and



STONEWALL UPRISING continued...

its aftermath are recounted with peril, is inspiring. Stonewall Uprising
pride, tears, and verve. The imagery offers an uplifting, comprehensive
of a catalyst lesbian refusing brutality historical journey to a time that
followed by police overwhelmed as a changed everything. Its debut
revolving crowd, seemingly multiplied couldn’t come at a better time for
like chorus extras in Aida, encircles Atlanta.

Stonewall Uprising opens June 25 & 26 @ Midtown Art Cinema, ATL.

June 26’s Saturday showing at 7 pm will be followed by a Q&A

with The Atlanta Eagle owners, attorneys, and litigants
hosted by Out On Film www.outonfilm.org

DAN GROSSMAN apens comparison dialogue...

Eagle civil suit attorney Daniel Grossman, who is working in conjunction with
Lambda Legal, answered a couple of questions for Don’t Label It! to prompt
community discussion for June 26's dialogue.

XD: How was the raid on The Eagle in 2009 similar to Stonewall in 1969?

DG: In both cases patrons of a gay bar were subjected to police abuse for no reason
other than their presence at a gay bar. On the night of September 10-11, 2009, the
Atlanta Eagle contained dozens of patrons who were acting completely legally (having a
drink, watching TV, or playing pool or video games). None of them were suspected of
breaking any law, yet each was thrown on the ground and illegally seized, frisked, and
searched; they had their ID's taken against their will, in violation of the law, and they had
their names entered into a police computer, for no reason other than that they were
present at the Eagle.


http://www.outonfilm.org/

XD: Have legal precedents been made since Stonewall that support the civil suit you
head against the city and the Atlanta Police Department on behalf of victimized Eagle
patrons?

DG: There have been a number of Supreme Court decisions since the 1969 Stonewall
raid (including Ybarra v. lllinois and Brown v. Texas, both from 1979, to name just two)
which have made it clear that police cannot detain, frisk, search, or take IDs from people
who are not personally suspected of any criminal activity.

XD: The Red Dog Unit of the Atlanta Police Department executed the raid on The Eagle
and many people feel their tactics are responsible for the death of Mrs. Kathryn
Johnston, a 92-year-old woman who was surprised by a no-knock drug warrant based
on a faulty tip. This unit appears to act autonomously and they don't seem to answer to
anyone. Do you think our next Police Chief should make a commitment to disbanding
the Red Dog Unit?

DG: The role that officers of the Red Dog unit may have played in the death of Kathryn
Johnston, if any, is complicated, and well beyond the scope of anything in the Eagle
case. The Eagle case is about police officers following the law, whatever unit they may
belong to. | will say, however, that nothing about the Atlanta Eagle justifies the type of
militaristic, SWAT-style tactics used during the warrantless raid of the Eagle.
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Melissa Carter’s Transplant Fund
Benefit @ Worthmore Jewelers




encounters

June 1 and every Tuesday in June
Jarrod Harris in “The Seriously Funny
Comedy Show... Seriously”

@ Smith’s Olde Bar, ATL
www.myspace.com/jarrodharris

June 2

AGLCC Wow Wednesday discusses
Being Gay In Corporate America

@ The Hotel Palomar, ATL 6—8 pm
www.atlantagaychamber.org

June 3

Mayor Reed presents a Q&A with
ATL’s Top 3 Police Chief Candidates
@ The Civic Center , 6—7:30 pm
www.atlantaga.gov/mayor

The Butch Factor releases on DVD
@ Outwrite Books, ATL 7:30 pm
www.outwritebooks.com

Martica Griffin art opening
entitled The Colorful South

@ Austin Hill Art Gallery—6 pm
www.austinhillart.com

June 4

Hal Sparks: Charmageddon

on Showtime, ATL Comcast Channel 890
www.myspace.com/therealhalsparks

June 6

Monthly Cycle:

The All-Chick Jam Session

@ Eyedrum Gallery, ATL 11:30 a.m.
www.eyedrum.org

Sonia Leigh Unplugged In The Park
@ Park Tavern, Piedmont Park ATL
www.myspace.com/sonialeigh

2010 MTV Movie Awards
on MTV, Comcast Cable Channel 853
www.mtv.com

June 7

Last Comic Standing season premiere
on NBC, Comcast Cable Channel 806
www.nbc.com
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http://www.atlantaga.gov/mayor
http://www.outwritebooks.com/
http://www.austinhillart.com/
http://www.myspace.com/therealhalsparks
http://www.eyedrum.org/
http://www.myspace.com/sonialeigh
http://www.mtv.com/
http://www.nbc.com/

June 9

Traxx Girls presents Kiss The DJ
@ ER Lounge, ATL
www.traxxgirls.com

Diane Burch
@ Smith’s Olde Bar
www.myspace.com/dianeburch

June 10

Southern Culture On The Skids
@ The Earl, ATL
www.myspace.com/
southerncultureonthesklds

June 10

Jezebel Magazine presents

Sara Bareilles @ The Gold Room
www.jezebelmagazine.com

June 11

Fourth Tuesday Happy Hour

@ Bellissima, ATL 6—8 pm
www.myspace.com/bellissima_lounge

DJ Vicki Powell’'s Black Out Party
@ Bellissima, ATL 10 pm
www.myspace.com/bellissima_lounge

| Am Comic

ATLFF-screened feature documentary film
on Showtime, 11 pm
WWW.iamcomicmovie.com

June 11—13
L.A. Pride’s 40th Anniversary
Los Angeles, CA

www.lapride.org

June 12

Premiere Party

benefiting Chris Kids

with DJ Chris Griswold

festive summer white attire suggested
@ Mason Murer Fine Art, 6—10 pm
www.premiereparty.org
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June 13

Ronnda Cadle

house concert & CD fundraiser

@ In Tune Studios, Grant Park, ATL
www.myspace.com/ronndacadle

Sunsets on The Patio

with DJ Vicki Powell
@ Noni's Bar & Deli, ATL—5 p.m.
www.honisdeli.com

June 16

Pam Grier reading & book signing
for Foxy: My Life In Three Acts

@ Outwrite Books, ATL 5 pm
www.outwritebooks.com

AID Atlanta presents an open discussion
The Writing’s On The Wall—Gay Men &
Public Sex @ AID Atlanta, 7 pm
www.aidatlanta.org

June 19

13th Annual East Point Possums Show
benefiting Atlanta Pride and the ALHI
on the commons of East Point, GA
www.eastpointpossums.com

June 19

Michelle Malone

@ Eddie’s Attic, Decatur, GA
www.myspace.com/michellemalonemusic

June 20

Quench, An Atlanta T-Dance
with DJ Chris Griswold

@ The Artmore Hotel, 3—7 pm
www.theartmorehotel.com

June 23

Stand Up Is Dead comedy tour

with Mark Lindsay, Steven Kendrick,
more @ The Earl, ATL
www.badearl.com

June 26

Flat Cat & Bucky Motter
@ Red Light Café, ATL
www.myspace.com/flatcat

The New Pornographers
@ Variety Playhouse, ATL
www.myspace.com/thenewpornographers

June 29

Shakin’ The Mess Outta Misery
stage playand benefit

@ Charis Books, L5P ATL
www.chariscircle.org
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July 9
She and Him featuring Zooey Deschanel
@ Atlanta Botanical Gardens

Www.myspace.com/zooeyandmward

July 9—24

Pepperland Kids Music Camp

with Charlie Wooten, Caroline Aiken,
more—in Murphy, NC
www.pepperlandfarmcamp.com

July 10
Edward Sharpe & The Magnetic Zeros
@ Variety Playhouse, ATL

www.myspace.com/edwardsharpe

Ph-oto by Michael Eaton

Send your events listings to
dontlabelitegmail.com

July 17
DJ Vicki Powell @ The Eagle, ATL
www.atlantaeagle.com

Mary Chapin Carpenter

with Rebecca Loebe [pictured]

@ Chastain Amphitheatre, ATL
www.myspace.com/rebeccaloebe
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July 24

Joining Hearts 23: Splash

annual benefit for Jerusalem House and
AID Atlanta @ Piedmont Park Pool, ATL
www.joininghearts.org

July 31
La Roux @ Variety Playhouse
www.myspace.com/larouxuk

DontLabelIt.com
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still more to be scene
Yelp! Party @ The Gold Room, ATL




June/July
2010

What would Jesse da?

What woauld Xanna don’t?

GEMINI

The day you decide to go into rehab is a
revelation. Then there’s the day after
that. Take it one day at a time, dude.

Don't fall off those high heels now! You
have achieved such balance. You could
do more than walk in them. Try dancing.

CANCER

So maybe skimming meth crystals from
the lab was a dumb idea. But sometimes
this shit doesn'’t fly fast enough for me.

Don’t misdirect any anger you may have
about career frustration in a direction that
could backfire. There are other options.

LEO

No kids. I finally saw the whole thing for
what it is. No more kids. Why couldn’t
anybody else see it? Fucking wrong.

Don’t combine too many chores together.
Multitasking isn’t always appropriate.
Some things require your sincere focus.

VIRGO

If you want to keep the big ideas from
buzzing past you, go get some non-toxic
glue strips and hang them everywhere.

Don't blink or you could miss it. You've
got a pretty good handle on the status
quo, so now embrace chance encounters.

LIBRA

What were the odds that Walt would end
up in a bar sitting next to Jane’s dad?
People come into our lives so randomly.

Don't dismiss the quirky new friend who
suggests you deviate from the same old
menu items. Try the blue plate special.

SCORPIO

Mr. White taught me mad chemistry
skills and now I'm a kingpin, a captain of
industry. Develop your talent, bonehead!

Don't let colicky colleagues throw you off
your game. When they bellyache and cry,
offer them some antacids. You've got this.

SAGITTARIUS

Narcotics anonymous meetings don’t
have to stay that way. Yo. A friendly
hook-up might be headed your way.

Don't sings: If you just realize what | just
realized that we'd be perfect for each
other, we’'d never find another. Colby Caillat

CAPRICORN

Yo, you can rock this shit! The money
laundering front Saul set up might be
something you end up wanting to do.

Don't reject an idea that seems crazy.
Ruminate on it and let it lead you to more
unorthodox notions. Then implement one.

AQUARIUS

You can do anything. No cops, no
chicken man. You've got a get-out-of-
jail-free card. Are you gonna use it?

Don’t squander your vision. Clarity is a
precious gift that can be fleeting. See the
path, clear the path, take the path. Now.

PISCES

How much money is enough money?
There’s never enough money. | gotta
pay taxes now? This is Kafkaesque!

Don't buy the branded gay newspaper in
receivership unless you're prepared. Do
you really have the staff to pull this off?

ARIES

You're a regular Heisenberg this
summer! No one can pin you down.
You're kicking ass and blowing it up!

Don’t doubt your ability to redefine your
life. Review your past accomplishments
and your confidence will soar. Well done.

TAURUS

Sometimes | really miss Jane, but
there’s point to it. She was a junky and
junkies die. It wasn’t anybody’s fault.

Don'’t dwell on bygone failures. They're
over. You learned from them and are now
primed to welcome truly good things.

Aaron Paul plays Jesse Pinkman on AMC'’s Breaking Bad www.amctv.com

[These forecasts are the author’s interpretation of what the onscreen personality might say.]



http://www.amctv.com/

always more to be scene

Ryan Bingham ® Smith’s Olde Bar, ATL




text messages from hell

me (4/26, 11:48 pm): over 24 shots fired. 2 dead: 1 died on the scene, 1 at the hospital. 3rd critical.

me (4/30, 2:02 pm): Do you
have a ladder | can borrow?
steve (4/30, 2:04 pm): Want
to take it down?

me (4/30, 2:05 pm): Oh yes.
steve (4/30, 2:16 pm): Lol.
me (4/30, 2:25 pm): I'm not
kidding. | really need that
ladder. My skyline view is
freaking gone! Why don't
they just implant a billboard
in my bifocals!

ann (5/16, 6:48 pm): Posted
arant on yelp! about
cowtippers

me (5/16, 6:49 pm): Good. |
posted a water bill comment
at apartment ratings dot com.
ann (5/16, 6:48 pm): Cool.

me (510, 12:41 pm): Max
came over to me at
Burkhart's last night and |
confronted him about saying
you have a “*house in
Virginia” at Frogs. He was
Very nervous.

steve (5/10, 12:42 pm):
Thank you Xannal!

steve (5/10, 1:24 pm): If the
MF wants to go spreading
around I'm poz when he
knows I'm not then that MC
can F drop dead in my book.
me (5/10, 1:26 pm): He tried
to backpedal saying he
thought that guy should “find
out if” but he was freaked |
said something. | scared him.
steve (5/10, 1:33 pm): Good!
He deserves it.

me (5/10, 1:47 pm): Is this a
text message from hell or is it
too much?

steve (5/10, 1:48 pm): Go
for it.

me (5/27, 9:18 pm): Patrick
just texted me that Jeanette
got laid off from the film fest.
ann (5/27, 9:20 pm): Shit
she is the fest.

waiting for the doc. What a
difference.

me (5/30, 3:13 pm): We
need to read the reviews next
time. | only glanced.

ann (5/30, 3:16 pm): Good.
Relax and feel better.

me (5/30, 3:20 pm): Done. |
was in and out of here in 20
minutes. Amazing.

me (5/30, 1:54 pm): Still
waiting. This place is a moldy
dump and the receptionist is
a rude idiot.

ann (5/30, 1:55 pm): I'm
sorry. How much longer to
see the doctor?

me (5/30, 1:58 pm): The tv is
blaring and stuck on a men’s
hair infomercial. Asked her
twice to turn it off or mute it
and she was flippant.

me (5/30, 1:59 pm): Just
spoke to the doctor who
nodded and then ignored me.
I'm outta here.

me (5/30, 2:01 pm): Oh, the
tvis on Fox. Now | get it.

ann (5/30, 2:18 pm): Sorry,
try the other clinic on Roswell
Road?

me (5/30, 2:29 pm): Yep.
me (5/30, 3:10 pm): Very
pro. Physician’s assistant
took vitals and now I'm

me (6/05, 5:07 pm): Major
crime scene at that Kamal 21
“club” on Piedmont. Cops,
tape, tv reporters...

jimmy (6/05, 5:48 pm): Omg
what's going on?

me (6/05, 6:02 pm): No clue.
Just got home. Gonna check
tv news.

me (6/05, 7:01 pm): On Fox
5 now. Over 24 shots fired. 2
dead: 1 died on the scene, 1
at the hospital. 3rd guy
critical. Didn’t catch shooters,
in black Ford truck, Louisiana
plates.

jimmy (6/05, 7:24 pm):
Sounds like drugs.

me (6/05, 7:30 pm): Yep.
me (6/05, 7:35 pm): In lighter
news, Brad reports that
Shady Shane is at Monroe
Place pool! After abandoning
his lease in the middle of the
night. So sweet.

jimmy (6/05, 7:39 pm): That
takes balls..




scene it all.,.l Woof's, ATL

ABoOUT
DON'T LABEL IT/..

Previously published in the 1990’s in Austin, Texas, this ‘zine began simply as my
band’s newsletter and evolved into a regional Texas publication. Since the demise
of Atlanta’s [esbian magazine in 2009 (as its former Entertainment Editor) and
after a brief stint as Contributing and then Interim Editor for another now defunct
GLBT paper, I've revived the concept of cross-pollinating on paper and online the
worlds I've always lived in: the [ive music scene, film happenings, and the
qgay community. Within these pages, they coexist in harmony.
Thanx for picking us up!
Most photos by Ann Brown
Cover design by Phredd Allen, phredd!GRAFFIXX
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