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GEORGIA BALLOT ACCESS: MEMBERS ONLY 
By Xanna Don‟t 

 

Former Atlanta city councilwoman 

Mary Norwood was almost 

elected mayor of Atlanta last 

November; in a runoff with current 

Mayor Kasim Reed, she lost by 

less than 800 votes.  She remains 

a popular candidate in Atlanta‟s 

gay community, publicly endorsing 

gay rights unequivocally, including 

gay marriage (our current mayor 

does not).  Her recent bid for 

Fulton County Commission Chair- 

woman as an independent candidate came to a screeching halt last month when the Board of 

Registrations and Elections denied her request to accept her official notice of candidacy even 

though it was filed four hours late.  But through the court system, her fight continues.  

 

     On July 13, a regular meeting of the 

Board of Registrations and Elections was 

held at Fulton County Government Center, 

Atlanta, GA.  The first item on the meeting‟s 

revised agenda was Communication and 

Public Response: Presentation by Ms. Mary 

Norwood.  Chairperson Roderick Edmond, 

appointed to this position by Norwood‟s 

would-be competitor, incumbent John 

Eaves, called the meeting to order at 2:05 

pm.  Edmond used the first moments of it to 

clarify that a recent written communication to 

Ms. Norwood telling her she had not 

qualified as a candidate contained “his 

personal opinions” and not that of the Board.   

     Vice Chair William F. Riley, Jr., 

motioned to change the agenda order.  He 

suggested an Old Business item regarding 

voter citizenship be reviewed first.  But with 

no second to his motion and a packed room 

of 65 citizens wearing Mary Norwood 

stickers on their lapels, the original agenda 

was kept.   

     Mary Norwood‟s presentation began with 

statements from her attorney, Matt Maguire.  

He explained Norwood was “seeking ballot 

access as an independent,” apprised the 

Board of the 30,174 petition signatures she 

submitted three hours before (22,700 were 

required), and cited Georgia Elections 

Law 21-2-132 which stipulates submission of 

candidacy by “noon on the Friday following 

the fourth Monday in June.”  Norwood‟s was 

four hours and 40 minutes late, effectively 

disqualifying her.  Maguire‟s contention to 

the Board was that they could override the 

technicality.  

     “You have the discretion to do that,” he 

said.  

     Observing three copies of the legal 

reference book, Official Code of Georgia 

Annotated, on the conference table, Maguire 

correctly quipped that there must be as 

many lawyers on the Board (Edmond, Riley, 

and Samuel P. Westmoreland; the Board 

also includes Cynthia Williamson and Stan 

 



Matarazzo, CPA).  He then directed 

everyone‟s attention to a large white poster 

board containing two typed paragraphs.  

     The first paragraph cited Collins vs. 

Birchfield, a 1994 Georgia case where a 

taxpayer was relieved of a 30-day statute; 

Maguire noted the use of the word “shall” in 

that statute.  The second was the election 

statute for independent candidates 

(Norwood) stipulating the noon deadline; its 

clumsy language also uses “shall.”  

     Insisting both are simply “directives,” 

Maguire argued the use of the word in the 

first protects both public officers (the Board) 

and citizens (Norwood) from strict 

adherence to the second.  He described 

both predicaments as “creatures of statute” 

and pointed out that waiving either time limit 

produces “no injury to third parties.”  

     Roderick Edmond questioned whether 

the Board‟s intervention could result in 

misdemeanor charges.  Maguire insisted 

that no charges would result and later in the 

meeting produced the statute of Edmond‟s 

concern, #21-2-153.  It pertains only to 

candidates of national political parties, 

prompting the Board‟s attorney, A. Lee 

Parks, Jr., to question that oddity.    

     “Why?” Parks inquired.  

     “I don‟t know,” replied Maguire.  “That‟s 

what the statute says.”  

     It employs the same language that 

requires independent candidates to gather 

22,700 signatures (5 percent of the number 

of registered voters in the county or district 

in question) to make it onto a state ballot, 

but makes no such requirement for “a 

nominee of a political party for the office of 

presidential elector when such party has 

held a national convention and therein 

nominated candidates for President and 

Vice President of the United States.”  

     In other words, Democrats and 

Republicans.   

     Maguire cited two other cases, but the 

most compelling in Norwood‟s missed 

deadline defense came from a 2008 Texas 

Supreme Court judgment against Libertarian 

Bob Barr‟s efforts to keep his then fellow 

presidential candidates Barack Obama and 

John McCain off the ballot in that huge 

state.  He recounted that their official filing 

documents were three and 10 days late, 

respectively, but the high court found in their 

favor.  

     Mr. Parks also requested to know why 

Norwood‟s deadline was so closely missed.   

     “We began in April as a grassroots 

movement, operating on a shoestring, 

outside parties,” Norwood explained.  

     She then described the sudden Stage II 

breast cancer diagnosis of her campaign 

manager as an event that threw their 

canvassing into turmoil.  

     “I had a manager who had a 

catastrophe,” she said, adding it was made 

worse by a lapse in health insurance since 

leaving a job at City Hall.  Mary told the 

Board she was meeting with surgeons that 

day for a radical procedure consultation.  

     “I didn‟t have a bevy of lawyers at my 

disposal,” Norwood said.  “But I moved 

forward for every person who signed.”  

     “On behalf of those voters, those citizens, 

I ask for your approval.  Allow the voters of 

Fulton County to decide,” she concluded to a 

roomful of applause.   

     Vice Chair Riley, a Republican appointee 

to the Board, posed, “Where is the harm?” 

     “There is none,” Maguire said.  And 

harkening to the obvious candidacies of 

Obama and McCain, he added, “It‟s not like 

she was some nobody who they didn‟t know 

was filing.”  



     In closing, Riley referred back to the fact 

that Democrats and Republicans do not 

need to gather signatures for a place on the 

ballot.  Edmond then opened the floor to 

public comment.  

     “As a voter, as one of the 30,000 who 

can‟t be all wrong,” Nancy Bowers pleaded 

for the Board‟s consent.  “It makes little 

sense that independents have two filing 

dates…and a fee.  Help move Georgia out of 

the dark ages.”  

     “When the rules fail the people, it‟s time 

to change the rules,” Bowers added to 

another round of Norwood supporters‟ 

applause.  

     Vice Chair Riley requested the crowd 

stop clapping.  

     “This isn‟t church,” admonished Edmond.  

     Christina Tobin of Free & Equal, Inc., 

the firm assisting with Norwood‟s signature 

collection, used her two minutes of public 

comment time to echo Bowers.  

     “You are here to represent the people, 

not the political system,” she advised, 

emphatically adding that she‟d “never seen 

such support” as that for Norwood.  

     “Yet in all 50 states, I‟ve never had such 

problems getting someone on the ballot,” 

she said.  

     Garland Favorito of VoterGA.org 

concurred, stating, “Georgia has the worst 

ballot access laws: ten times worse than 

other states with eighty times the fees.”  

     At 2:45 pm, the Board left the cramped 

conference room for an Executive Session.   

     During their 75-minute deliberation, 

Norwood supporters stayed in the stuffy 

conference room, even as they speculated 

the long session may have been an effort to 

wait out press deadlines of local television 

news affiliates WSB-TV, CBS, and Fox, in 

attendance.   

     Tobin explained to a group of Norwood 

campaign volunteers that, traditionally, 

convoluted access restrictions were 

designed to keep African Americans off the 

ballot, as one volunteer nervously 

contemplated, “Five people will decide her 

fate over 30,000.”    

     At 4 pm the Board returned and the room 

fell to silence.   

     A supporter whispered, “You could hear a 

pin drop.”  

     Roderick Edmond, Board Chair, warned 

the press that all interviews would take place 

outside the building, and then explained the 

Board‟s layered decision process.  While the 

Board unanimously ruled that “no harm” 

would occur if Norwood were allowed on the 

ballot, they disagreed over the breadth of 

their authority and voted 3 to 1 against 

overruling her four-hour tardiness.  They 

declined to accept her petition.  

     The crowd filed out solemnly and as 

people trickled onto the sidewalk outside, 

one volunteer burst into tears.  She said that 

an 89-year old Norwood supporter just told 

her she felt like she‟d been “brought back to 

the 1960s.”  Another volunteer wheeled the 

heavy volumes containing the 30,000+ 

signatures on a dolly back to a waiting van.  

     Standing in front of an historical 1776 

marker with rush hour trucks whirring by, 

Norwood fielded questions from television 

reporters.  When one asked her if she felt 

“deflated,” she replied, “I‟m a fighter.”  

     On July 27, Mary Norwood‟s appeal to 

the Fulton County Superior Court of Georgia 

was denied by Judge Jerry W. Baxter.  The 

Norwood campaign is currently evaluating 

their next appeal—to The Supreme Court of 

Georgia.  
 

Portions of this story contributed to an article at 

AtlantaProgressiveNews.com 

www.marynorwood.com

http://www.marynorwood.com/


 summer’s hottest issues with a bullet… 
 

CANDIDATES FOR THE NEXT POLICE CHIEF OF ATLANTA: 

 Lock’n’Load.  On June 3, Mayor Kasim Reed presented his top three picks for 

Atlanta‟s next police chief to the public at the Atlanta Civic Center for a Q&A.  They 

were D.C. Chief Robert C. White, Dr. Cedric L. Alexander, and Atlanta‟s current Acting 

Chief George N. Turner.  Said one public commentator of the unprecedented event, 

“We are making history here tonight.”    

 Take aim.  The mayor had 

assembled a committee that included 

the participation of openly-gay, 

former mayoral candidate Kyle 

Keyser (pictured right), who started the 

citizens‟ action group, Atlantans 

Together Against Crime in response 

to the murder of a local bartender 

and his own mugging.  

 Cock.  The committee honed its own 

list of the top three candidates.  Acting Chief Turner was not on it.  

 In the cross hairs.  The mayor insists he asked for a list of the top five candidates the 

committee vetted, not three.  Turner made that cut.   

 Shoot.  On July 9, Mayor Reed announces his appointment of Turner.    

 Read the shell casings.  On July 11, Kyle Keyser posted a statement on his 

Facebook page, stating, “Mayor Reed obviously picked who he wanted to pick.  That‟s 

his prerogative,” and graciously pledged support for Atlanta‟s next police chief.   

 

REZONING OF THE BUILDING THAT HOUSES THE ATLANTA EAGLE:  

 Lock’n’Load.  On July 1, Atlanta‟s Zoning Review Board‟s agenda included a new 

request to rezone the property at 300 and 306 Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E., from C-2 

(commercial service) to MRC-2 (mixed residential commercial).   

 Take aim.  The request came from the building‟s owner, The Bootery Inc., by applicant 

Robert M. Cain, an Atlanta-based architect whose high end designs include The 

RailYard, Sandler-Hudson Gallery, 7Stages Theater, and the Folk Pottery Museum of 

Northeast Georgia.  

 Cock.  Only nine people attend the public meeting, including Cain and an assistant 

carrying bulky binders, folders, and poster board charts.  

 In the cross hairs.  Two of the spectators are journalists: one from Don’t Label It! and 

one from Southern Voice.  

 



 Shoot.  Cain is called to come forward to make his presentation, but suddenly asks for 

30 more days to prepare.  The board grants his request.   

 Read the shell casings.  Why drag an assistant, cumbersome charts and binders to 

ask for additional time?  The next meeting of the Atlanta Zoning Review Board is 

scheduled for August 12 at 6 pm, at City Hall Annex, 55 Trinity Avenue. 404-330-6145. 

 

ALEX WAN HOSTS GLBT / APD TOWN HALL MEETING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Lock’n’Load.  On July 22, Alex Wan, Atlanta‟s first openly-gay city council member, 

hosted a GLBT Community Safety Town Hall meeting with Atlanta Police Chief George 

Turner, Assistant Chief P.N. Andresen, and GLBT-APD Liaison Officer Patricia Powell.  

 Take aim.  Not announced to be there, Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed sits front row 

center, occasionally standing to interject opinions, and turning to address the crowd 

informally without a microphone.   

 Cock.  Daniel Grossman, lead attorney for The Eagle civil suit against the City and the 

APD, uses public comment time to say the mayor‟s excuse for not apologizing to the 

gay community because the suit poses a financial threat is “disingenuous.”  Grossman 

stated, “This case, at the beginning, was not about money.”       

 In the cross hairs.  The mayor hops out of his seat, rebutting, “I wasn‟t mayor when 

this happened,” and that he has been left with “an awful lot of baggage.”       

 Shoot.  The mayor poses, “If, hypothetically, the mayor of Atlanta were to apologize to 

the glbt community and that would resolve this without any financial impact [to the city], 

that is something I would be willing to entertain now that I am mayor.”    

 Read the shell casings.  The mayor left abruptly after that exchange.  He must know 

how many of us in the glbt community feel: it‟s much too late for a simple apology now.  

However, in addition to the new glbt advisory board Officer Powell is assembling for 

September, Alex Wan‟s town meeting approach is a good one that should be repeated. 

 



more to be scene 
 

MONSTERS @ Kai Lin Gallery 

  

GA Voice BEST OF Atlanta Party 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Exhibiting artist Solongo Mellecker.  Left: Jon Arge’s 

“Eunice Burns” sold to an art professor who once flunked him.   



the kids may be all right, 
but some local lesbians are mighty miffed 
by Xanna Don‟t 

 
 

Atlanta‟s Fourth Tuesday mailing list boasts 1500+ recipients and is so prolific the daily 

digest version is almost a necessity.  In the early 1980s, Fourth Tuesday began as a 

monthly dinner club for lesbians to get acquainted. Today, it‟s the communication arm of 

the Atlanta Lesbian Health Initiative and its list posts everything from yard sales, job 

opportunities, sports and concert tickets to blogs to read and films to see.  A particular 

film thread blew up on it in July.  The Kids Are All Right is a newly released dramedy 

about a middle-aged lesbian couple (Annette Bening and Julianne Moore) who mother 

two teens conceived by a single sperm donor (Mark Ruffalo).  While there is excitement 

in the lesbian community to have a studio release where we are the lead characters, 

there has been backlash against two plot points: the two moms watch gay male porn in 

their sex scene and, the real rub, one of them has an affair with the sperm donor. 

     Mary F. wrote, “I was very disappointed in the movie.  I was hoping a woman [Lisa 

Cholodenko—High Art, Laurel Canyon] would write and direct our „Brokeback Mountain.‟ 

She did not.  The lesbian love scene was not hot and sexy. In fact, it was ridiculous.”  

     Of the hetero affair, Mary F. observes, “[Ruffalo] was really going out with a very 

sexy lady when the film started.  But he was more excited about „bagging the lesbian,‟” 

an enthusiasm that Mary has been uncomfortably confronted with in her own life.  



     “My mailman, who delivers The Advocate and other gay/lesbian literature to my box 

on a regular basis and who I have stated to on more than one occasion that I am gay, 

keeps saying to me, „Well, I'm human, you're human,‟ as he makes sickly attempts to 

get in my pants!  It's almost like a conquest,” she imparts. “And movies like this just 

seem to promote that behavior.”  
 

 
 

     Many of the lesbians on the Fourth Tuesday list inquiring about the film have not 

seen it yet.  Bobbie W. sought confirmation on a friend‟s opinion.  She wrote, “I heard 

that it is very imbalanced,” and wonders, “…why two women were portrayed in bed 

fumbling around with their clothes on (after 20 years, they don't know each other—

really?) whereas the heterosexual sex was hot and steamy.”  She laments, “To have 

such bold distinctions between great gay male [the porn video] and hetero sex and 

nothing for lesbians really diminishes the characters and says (at least to me) „the 

lesbian thing—it's just a phase.‟ Our sexuality is so seldom portrayed well.”  

     Tina B. has not seen the film either, but concurs, “It's sadly true that quality lesbian 

films are few and far between, with or without hot sex scenes.”  Admittedly an academic, 

she names Desert Hearts, Go Fish, Bound, Lianna, Watermelon Woman, The Incredibly 

True Adventures of Two Girls in Love, I’ve Heard The Mermaids Singing, and what she 

considers to be the best, When Night Is Falling, as rare examples of good ones.  

     Leah S. is frustrated with the dearth as well.  “I have not seen a truly decent movie 

about lesbians since Desert Hearts (1985).  I just wish someone would make more 

movies that accept the fact that we are not interested in heterosexual activities.”  

     Jodi J. offered insight into the awkward lesbian sex scene.  “I think this was the 

director's way of conveying the trouble in their relationship before getting too far into the 

story,” she intuits. “Don't all couples get remote and despondent at times?”  



     Barb R. agreed.  “It might have been appropriate for their life at that point and time. 

She didn‟t leave her partner, she had an affair,” she wrote.  “It said more to me about a 

long term, 20-year relationship and how hard it can be to keep it fresh and interesting, 

and how we let jobs or everyday situations distract us from taking care of our 

relationships.” 

     Xanna D. echoed Barb and Jodi‟s interpretation of these plot curves.  “The writing is 

great.  And within that writing, the couple is having problems.  To show them having a 

happening hot sex life wouldn't be true to where those characters are in the story.  I 

didn't think the Julianne Moore character jumped into bed with Mark Ruffalo just for 

sex—she's acting out.  She's dissatisfied with her life overall and confused.  She even 

comments on seeing her son's expressions in Ruffalo's face.  It's complicated.”  

     Still, as Mary F. points out, “If that (one) lesbian sex scene and the secondary story 

plot of an affair with a man were left out, the film would have been just as good; 

however, it probably would not have appealed to the heterosexual masses.”  
 

www.thehealthinitiative.org/4thTuesday.php  
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Left: Fridays @ Bellissima feature 

Absolutely Flawless and DJ Kevin 

DuRard.  Above: Nashville singer-

songwriter Jill King @ Bellissima.  

http://www.thehealthinitiative.org/4thTuesday.php


encounters 
 

August 2 and every Tuesday 

A Seriously Funny Show…Seriously 

comedy show @ Smith‟s Olde Bar, ATL  

www.myspace.com/jarrodharris  
 

August 4 

Jet Blk Joy and Tricksy 

@ The Shelter, ATL 

www.myspace.com/jetblkjoy  

  

August 5 

Dare Dukes  

with Night Driving In Small Towns  

@ Kavarna, Decatur, GA  

www.myspace.com/daredukes  

 

August 6 

Cyndi Lauper with  

Sharon Jones & The Dap Kings  

@ Chastain Amphitheatre, ATL 

www.myspace.com/  

sharonjonesandthedapkings  

 
 

August 8 

Lilith Fair—Atlanta date CANCELED!  

www.lilithfair.com   
 

August 9 

Hamell on Trial 

@ Smith‟s Olde Bar, ATL  

www.myspace.com/hammelsramble  
 

August 12 

new Dog Park Grand Opening  

@ Piedmont Park, ATL  6—8 pm 

www.piedmontpark.org  
 

Atlanta Queer Literary Festival 

Fundraiser with Bucky Motter,  

Guyton Maurice, Lucas Mire, Andy 

Ditzler, Ken J, and the debut of  

 Without A Net featuring  

Julia Carroll and Amy Lashley 

@ Eddie‟s Attic, Decatur, GA  

www.myspace.com/atlantaqueerlitfest  
 

August 13 

Fourth Tuesday Happy Hour  

@ Bellissima, ATL   6—8 pm 

www.myspace.com/bellissima_lounge  
 

Patrik, Age 1.5—film opening 

@ Midtown Art Cinema, ATL 

www.outonfilm.org  

 

Madonna-Rama themed  

     Absolutely Flawless with  

Princess Charles, Brent Star,  

DJ Kevin DuRard, more  

@ Bellissima, ATL  10 pm 

www.myspace.com/bellissima_lounge  
 

http://www.myspace.com/jarrodharris
http://www.myspace.com/jetblkjoy
http://www.myspace.com/daredukes
http://www.myspace.com/%20sharonjonesandthedapkings
http://www.myspace.com/%20sharonjonesandthedapkings
http://www.lilithfair.com/
http://www.myspace.com/hammelsramble
http://www.piedmontpark.org/
http://www.myspace.com/atlantaqueerlitfest
http://www.myspace.com/bellissima_lounge
http://www.outonfilm.org/
http://www.myspace.com/bellissima_lounge


August 13 & 14 

Elvis Royale with Kingsized  

and Dames A‟Flame 

@ Variety Playhouse, ATL 

www.myspace.com/kingsizedmusic   

 
Photo by Laura Newman 

 

August 14 

Mission of Burma  

@ 40 Watt Club, Athens, GA  

www.myspace.com/missionofburma  

 
Dan Zanes & Friends—all ages, 2 pm  

@ The Orange Peel, Asheville, NC  

www.myspace.com/danzanes  

 
Photo courtesy N.A.R.A.S. 

 

August 16 

Superfraiche Pop Night  

with Dragonette, Shy Child,  

and Barry Brandon Squillace 

@ Drunken Unicorn, ATL 

www.myspace.com/barrybrandonsmusic   

 
 

August 17 

Atlanta Progressive News presents  

A Town Hall Meeting: Gulf Coast Oil 

Spill, What Can We Do?    7—9 pm 

@ Spring 4th Center, ATL  

www.atlantaprogressivenews.com  
 

August 18 

The Butch Factor:  

Defining the Modern Gay Man 

discussion group @ AID Atlanta—7 pm 

www.aidatlanta.org  

 

Heart with Neko Case 

@ Chastain Amphitheatre, ATL  

www.myspace.com/nekocase  

 

http://www.myspace.com/kingsizedmusic
http://www.myspace.com/missionofburma
http://www.myspace.com/danzanes
http://www.myspace.com/barrybrandonsmusic
http://www.atlantaprogressivenews.com/
http://www.aidatlanta.org/
http://www.myspace.com/nekocase


August 19 

Juan Cezar with Amber Taylor 

@ Bellissima, ATL  8:30 pm 

www.myspace.com/juancezar  

 
Photo by Tracy Teel 

 

August 20 

The Whiskey Gentry  

@ Smith‟s Olde Bar, ATL 

www.myspace.com/thewhiskeygentry   

 
Photo by Matt Odem 

 

August 21 

The Scissor Sisters  

@ The Buckhead Theatre, ATL 

www.myspace.com/scissorsisters  

 
 

August 21 

Patton Oswalt @ The Tabernacle, ATL  

www.myspace.com/pattonoswalt  

 
Photo by Ryan Russell 

 

August 24 

Juliette Lewis 

@ Smith‟s Olde Bar, ATL  

www.myspace.com/juliettelewis  
 

August 26 

Hank Williams III  

@ Masquerade, ATL 

www.myspace.com/hankwilliams3  

  

http://www.myspace.com/juancezar
http://www.myspace.com/thewhiskeygentry
http://www.myspace.com/scissorsisters
http://www.myspace.com/pattonoswalt
http://www.myspace.com/juliettelewis
http://www.myspace.com/hankwilliams3


August 27 

The Atlanta Food Rave 

@ Mason Murer Fine Art Gallery 

www.atlantafoodrave.com  

 
 

August 28  

Atlanta Roller Girls—roller derby 

featuring live band Tricksy 

@ Yaarab Shrine Center, ATL  

www.myspace.com/tricksyrox   

 

August 29 

Billy Idol  

and Joan Jett & The Blackhearts 

@ Chastain Amphitheater, ATL 

www.myspace.com/ 

joanjettntheblackhearts  

 
 

September 3—8  

Atlanta Black Pride Weekend 

@ various venues…  

www.atlantaprideweekend.com  

 

 

September 4 

Peaches Christ presents  

All About Evil: a film/4-D event  

@ Midtown Art Cinema, ATL 

www.peacheschrist.com  
 

The State Of @ Bellissima, ATL  

www.myspace.com/bellissima_lounge  
 

September 9 & 10 

Those Darlins with The Strange Boys  

and Gentleman Jesse @ The Earl, ATL  

www.myspace.com/darlins  
 

September 10 

The Avett Brothers with Brandi Carlile  

@ Chastain Amphitheater, ATL  

www.myspace.com/brandicarlileband  

 
 

October 1—7  

Out On Film—glbt film festival 

@ Midtown Art Cinema, ATL 

www.outonfilm.org  
 

October 3 

Atlanta Lesbian Health Initiative‟s 

15th Annual Fall Garden Party 

www.thehealthinitiative.org  

 

 

 
Send your events listings to dontlabelit@gmail.com  

http://www.atlantafoodrave.com/
http://www.myspace.com/tricksyrox
http://www.myspace.com/%20joanjettntheblackhearts
http://www.myspace.com/%20joanjettntheblackhearts
http://www.atlantaprideweekend.com/
http://www.peacheschrist.com/
http://www.myspace.com/bellissima_lounge
http://www.myspace.com/darlins
http://www.myspace.com/brandicarlileband
http://www.outonfilm.org/
http://www.thehealthinitiative.org/
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Eagle employee who ‚had to leave‛ his apartment 

disappointed with ACRB disciplinary recommendations 
By Xanna Don‟t  
 

On June 10, members of Atlanta’s Citizen Review Board (ACRB) assembled to discuss a 

complaint filed by David “Yuke” Shepherd for his False Arrest on September 10, as part of 

Atlanta Police Department‟s (APD) controversial raid on The Eagle, a gay nightclub in business 

for over 23 years.  The board concluded that Shepherd‟s complaint should be sustained and 

recommended sanctions against the two police officers who led the raid.  Their finding and 

recommendations were sent to Acting Police Chief George Turner in the form of a three-page 

letter dated June 14, which was made available to the press on June 22.  

 

 
 

“Most people in Atlanta don’t know 

this board exists.”  
     The June 10 board meeting was scheduled 

to begin at 6:30 pm, but lacked a quorum 

(more than half the board members in 

attendance) until the arrival of Roderick 

Edmond at 7:40 pm.  During the long lull, some 

discussion was permitted by Joy Morrissey, 

Board Chair and an out lesbian.  Members of 

the public were in attendance, including the 

present journalist and one from glbt newspaper 

Georgia Voice.  Seth Kirschenbaum, a criminal 

defense attorney and CRB member since its 

inception three years ago was finishing his 

term that evening.  He described the entity as 

“a stealth board,” and quipped, “Most people in 

Atlanta don‟t know this board exists.”  He joked 

that the audience of about 10 people was the 

largest they‟ve had.   

     Kirschenbaum briefly described elements of 

the board‟s evolution, including its selection of 

Executive Director Cristina Beamud, once a 

law enforcement officer herself who served as 

a police department attorney for ten years in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts.   

     Morrissey chimed in with the ACRB‟s latest 

accomplishment: the completion of its report on 

the death of Kathryn Johnston, a 92-year old 

woman gunned down by police officers 

executing a “no-knock” warrant based on a 

faulty tip.  Reading from her prepared opening 

statement for the meeting, Morrissey described 

the report as something that “should be given 

to all new [ACRB] board members and police 

officers” alike.   

     At 7:30 pm, still with no quorum, Morrissey 

moved the discussion to the key item on the 

evening‟s agenda.   



     “I‟d like to get into the Eagle bar incident,” 

she asserted, and opened the door to the 

disciplinary records of the two lead police 

officers during the raid, Detective Bennie 

Bridges and Sergeant John Brock, noting that 

she was “not happy” with what she read.  But 

before a colorful list of misdeeds in the line of 

duty could be recounted, she asked for an 

“update on the Eagle” from Kirschenbaum, who 

prefaced its particulars with his own intuition.  

     “There‟s something beyond the complaint 

before the board,” he contended.   

      Kirschenbaum noted that the undercover 

investigation into an anonymous patron 

complaint about being solicited for sex at The 

Eagle was initiated on May 21, and again on 

June 11, 2009, by APD‟s Vice Squad.  

However, it was not pursued again until the 

September raid conducted by two departments 

of the APD—Vice and the Red Dog Unit, 

working in conjunction.  

     “Brock and Bridges were there because 

they were told to be there,” he concluded.  He 

also speculated that to have two police 

departments working together, “There had to 

be supervision.”   

     Kirschenbaum then compared the SWAT-

like raid on The Eagle to the Abu Ghraib 

prisoner-of-war torture scandal in Iraq and 

pleaded, since the meeting was his last, for the 

remaining board members not to limit 

exploration of forthcoming Eagle-related 

complaints to the street level.  

     “It would be a mistake to just punish officers 

who were basically just following orders,” he 

stated.  “This board has the ability to follow up 

the chain of command.”  

     The arrival of board member Rod Edmond, 

a physician who served at the Pentagon and a 

civil plaintiffs‟ attorney, combined with the 

attendance of members Kirschenbaum, 

Morrissey, Charis Johnson, and Alan Morris 

finally constituted a quorum and consequential 

debate began.  

 

“He was in his own home.” 
     The first determination to be made was 

whether David Shepherd‟s complaint for False 

Arrest (defined in the letter to Chief Turner as 

“an arrest without probable cause to believe a 

crime has been committed”) was valid.  As has 

been debated by the Atlanta City Council and 

contended by the City‟s criminal prosecutor in 

the Eagle 8 trial on March 11, the specificities 

of the city‟s adult club ordinance to evaluate if 

dancers in underwear constitutes adult 

entertainment was explored to determine if 

Shepherd could have been legitimately 

charged for not complying with the permit 

regulations.   

     “The language includes employees,” noted 

Edmond.  “[Shepherd] admitted he was an 

employee.  Policemen are policemen and not 

lawyers.”  

     But Morrissey disagreed with that portion of 

the discussion as a whole.  

     “I don‟t want to go down that path.  He was 

in his own home,” she stipulated.  

     What has not been disputed in any forum is 

that on the night of the Eagle raid, David 

Shepherd was at home watching television in 

his apartment.  His apartment happened to be 

upstairs from the Eagle bar.  Two police 

officers banged on his door, entered his foyer, 

and told him to come downstairs.  He 

complied.  

     ACRB board member Charis Johnson 

demurred that the issue was “not easy, not cut 

and dried,” and considered, “Maybe there was 

a reason [to arrest Shepherd].”   

     Kirschenbaum offered, “Police don‟t have to 

be right.  It doesn‟t have to [result in] a 

conviction.”  

     However, board member Alan Morris 

agreed with Morrissey, posing, “[The police] 



wouldn‟t have gone two blocks down [to arrest 

Shepherd].”   

     His point seemed to elucidate and befuddle 

at the same time.  

     Edmond pondered, “Maybe it‟s asking too 

much of the police.”  

     Kirschenbaum observed, “Shepherd wasn‟t 

mentioned in the earlier [police] reports,” and 

then asked, “Who made the decision to arrest 

Shepherd.”  

     Morrissey referred to the arrest report and 

told the board it was signed by Det. Bridges 

and approved by Sgt. Brock, and that it stated 

Shepherd “had to leave” his apartment.   

     With 13 Eagle-related complaints in total 

sequentially before them, Kirschenbaum 

exasperated, “This is the most complicated 

case we‟ve ever had,” and suggested a 

“plenary investigation” to consolidate them all 

together.  

     “Now we have the subpoena power,” he 

boasted, referring to a recent decision to allow 

the board to compel unwilling police officers to 

answer their questions.  “We can hold the first 

hearing this board has ever had.”  

     Alan Morris disagreed with such an 

approach, citing that each citizen deserves 

their consideration and that the complaint 

before them was “pretty cut and dried” for him.   

     Edmond sought further clarification 

regarding the precise language police used to 

remove Shepherd from his apartment.  

     “Told to leave, asked to leave,” he 

questioned?  

     Morrissey read again that the report said, 

“Had to leave.”  

     Director Beamud interjected, “He was home 

watching television.  The rest is irrelevant.  If 

he was on the stairway, I would still think it was 

a False Arrest,” and reiterated that none of the 

previous police reports ever mentioned 

Shepherd.  

     At 8:20 pm, Morrissey motioned for a vote.  

Kirschenbaum renewed his objection to moving 

forward with evaluating the complaint without a 

hearing, but two board members quashed his 

tenacity.  

     “Tonight it‟s the time to move on with this,” 

said Morris.  

     And Edmond rationalized that any more 

information from police would be “a year later” 

and therefore would not be “better” information.  

     Voting commenced with Kirschenbaum, 

Morris, and Edmond agreeing to sustain.  

Johnson voted “no.”  (As Board Chair, 

Morrissey would only have voted if there was a 

tie.)  Shepherd‟s complaint was deemed valid.  

 

“It’s a small victory.” 
     Morrissey gave the board an overview of 

Bridges and Brock‟s disciplinary files.  Since 

1992, Brock had received 21 complaints 

against him, including failure to appear (in 

court) and lack of courtesy, commenting that 

Brock‟s record “pales in comparison” to that of 

Bridges.  

     Since 1991, Bridges complaints numbered 

32; 12 of them were sustained, including 

charges of excessive use of force, troubles 

with truthfulness, and use of intoxicants.  He 

was cited as being drunk while training at the 

police academy which almost resulted in his 

dismissal.  He also chased a car that hit his car 

and broke the driver‟s ribs.  And most 

spectacularly, Det. Bridges file includes a 

drunken hit and run accident that he lied about 

and eventually recanted, a compound offense 

that resulted in a suspension from duty of 15 

days.   

     Options for penalty recommendations as 

specified for the offense against Shepherd, 

False Arrest (which falls under abuse of 

authority, a Class B violation), were discussed.  

They ranged from written reprimand, training,  



counseling, 

detoxification 

programs, and  

a suspension  

of 1 to 3 days.   

     Bridges was 

discussed first 

with Edmond 

recommending  

a 1-day 

suspension.  

Johnson 

countered with  

a written 

reprimand.   

Kirshenbaum agreed with Johnson, noting that 

Bridges had no complaints since 2006 and 

most of his “egregious” transgressions were 

early in his career.   

     “I would recommend the least,” he 

proposed.  

     Morrissey wasn‟t sure she “believed in the 

least” for him, but observing Kirschenbaum‟s 

point conceded that he “may not be the same 

person today.”  

     A motion for a letter of reprimand was 

passed.  

     In considering Brock‟s recommendation for 

penalty, the overwhelming factor for a more 

stringent action was his rank.  Although 

ACRB‟s investigator revealed that it was 

Bridges who led the briefing of the two units 

three days before the raid, as Sergeant, Brock 

was also considered guilty of failure to 

supervise, another Class B violation.  Morris 

motioned for a 3-day suspension and a quick 

vote was unanimous.  

     But there was vital information missing from 

the board‟s deliberations.  They had no records 

of testimony from The Eagle 8 trial of March 

11, which resulted in dismissals and acquittals 

for the seven accused who made it to court 

that day, including Shepherd.  Had the ACRB 

reviewed transcripts or video of that 

proceeding, they would have known that 

Detective Bridges admitted on the witness 

stand that he had been drinking during the 

Eagle raid (although he claimed to take only a 

sip of each drink before throwing them away) 

and misidentified defendants.  They would also 

have known that Bridges conceded in court 

that he did not consider The Eagle to be an  

adult entertainment establishment.  When  

confronted with this information after their 

penalty recommendation vote, board members 

seemed shocked.  Edmond admitted that if  

he‟d known about Bridges drinking during the 

raid, he would have been harsher on him.  

Other members assuaged that if the letter of 

reprimand seemed too light for this complaint, 

there were a dozen more Eagle-related 

complaints to consider in the coming months.   

     When told about the omission of Eagle 8 

testimony in the deliberation of his complaint, 

David Shepherd replied, “That is pretty 

surprising.  I think they should have considered 

it.  It seems like they would want the whole 

story to base their opinions on.”  

     When told about Det. Bridges disciplinary 

history, Shepherd surmised, “It seems like 

they‟ve given him a lot of chances.  It‟s time 

they take further action.”   

     Still, Shepherd was optimistic about the 

board‟s finding.  

     “It‟s a small victory, but this shows the 

police were in the wrong and that the people of 

Atlanta seem to be supporting us.  The APD 

doesn‟t seem to punish their officers unless 

they‟re pushed, until their hand is forced,” he 

reflected.  

     “The police should know they‟re in the 

wrong.”  
 

The ACRB will resume its review of Eagle 

complaints September 9. www.acrbgov.org 
 

A version of this story ran on Atlanta Progressive News‟ 

web site on June 26. www.atlantaprogressivenews.com  

Had the ACRB 

reviewed 

transcripts or 

video of the 

Eagle 8 trial, they 

would have known 

Detective Bridges 

admitted on the 

witness stand that 

he had been 

drinking during the 

Eagle raid.   

http://www.acrbgov.org/
http://www.atlantaprogressivenews.com/


Spit Take!  Andrea Robinson is THE ONE 
By Xanna Don‟t  

 

On July 15, Tower Beer 

Wine & Spirits hosted the 

international Pinot Noir 

Twitter Tasting & 

Smackdown with co-hosts 

Ed Thralls of 

WineTonight.com and  

Joe Herrig of 

SuburbanWino.com at 

Paul’s Restaurant in 

Peachtree Hills, ATL.  

Special guests included 

Richard Groves of Boisset 

Family Estates and the  

most sought-after woman of the evening, Andrea Immer Robinson (pictured pouring, 

above), one of only 16 female Master Sommeliers on the planet.  Guests for the sold-out, 

yet casual event received a complimentary wine glass designed by Robinson to use 

that evening and take home.  Named The One for its ability to enhance all red wines, it 

was used to sample 1.5 ounce pours of 13 pinot noirs over two exhilarating hours.  

     As Twitterfall screens bubbled 

comments from 50 participating 

wineries worldwide (New Zealanders 

began imbibing at 11 am!), groups of 6 

to 7 Atlantans rotated stations pre-

senting 2 or more wines at 15-minute 

intervals.  Eventually, the crowd‟s 

enthusiasm created its own pace.  

Lengthy lingering for the dark chocolate 

hints of 2008 Belle Glos Las Alturas 

Santa Lucia Highlands Pinot Noir 

($39.99) created a buzz that swarmed 

the room.  It was easily an evening 

favorite.  Kevin Glowacki (pictured left) 

preferred the 2008 Mud House Central 

Pinot Noir Otago ($19.99) to it.  He had a   

 



lot of expressed support from fellow tasters for his like of the Otago region in general, 

implying camaraderie with the New Zealanders passionately sipping simultaneously 

midday.  Clutching Robinson‟s 2000 publication, Great Wine Made Simple (authored 

under her maiden name, Immer) for her to autograph, Glowacki fondly recalled, “It was 

the first book on wine I read.”  Now he ruminates regularly on the beloved subject at 

AtlantaWineGuy.com.   

     “If there‟s one grape that will challenge you, it‟s pinot,” Robinson charged.  The keen 

crowd drank in her words as earnestly as they did the wine.  “Remember that you taste 

with all your senses,” she tutored.  

     Don‟t Label It! asked Robinson 

why there are so few women in The 

Court of Master Sommeliers.  She 

quandaried, “Women are more 

suited to being sommeliers because 

we have a better sense of smell.  But 

like so many industries, it‟s still male 

dominated.”  

     Running out of the 2006 Louis 

Latour Marsannay ($15.69) she 

served lightly chilled, Robinson 

grabbed a bottle of the Mud House 

Otago from the adjoining station and 

immersed it in an ice bucket.  

Remarking that red wines my wife 

and I had tried in Eastern Europe 

were usually served somewhat cold,  

Glowacki observed the “20-minute rule,” a practice where white wines (except 

champagne) should be left out at room temperature for 20 minutes and reds should be 

put in the fridge for 20 minutes before serving.    

     “Americans don‟t „get‟ wine temperature,” Robinson concurred.  But she 

acknowledged that in our culture, wine is often served as an easy substitute for other 

iced adult beverages.   

     Despite that sad reflection, Robinson was thrilled with the savvy samplers she 

greeted in Atlanta.  Savoring the final sips of Simonnet Febvre Cremant de Bourgogne 

Brut NV ($16.99), a dry, methode champenoise rose whose second fermentation cycle 

results in warm toasty bubbles, she reveled in the attendee‟s sincere attentiveness.   

     Chuckling, she lamented of other such events, “Sometimes people just stick out their 

glasses and say, „Gimme the red.‟”  

www.andreawine.com  &  www.towerwinespirits.com   

 

http://www.andreawine.com/
http://www.towerwinespirits.com/
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What would Peggy do? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

What would Xanna don’t? 

 
LEO 

My unsuccessful track record with men 
stemmed from career ambitions.  I‟m 
trying something new.  How about you?  

Don‟t let escalating responsibilities daunt 
you. What‟s important? Streamline your 
operation by thinking outside the box.  

 
VIRGO 

I was not thrilled when I found Freddy 
sitting at my desk the morning after the 
Christmas party. But he needs my help. 

Don‟t you wish you knew then what you 
know now? Maybe you did. Weren‟t your 
instincts screaming at you all along?  

 
LIBRA 

Don Draper rewards me and then cuts 
me down. My work speaks for itself. Will 
he ever really see me as his equal?  

Don‟t feel in sync with the music? Do you 
wanna slam dance to that country ballad 
in three/four time? Practice your scales.   

 
SCORPIO 

Take a deep breath. Here it comes. It‟s 
in that far away gaze of Don‟s—the one 
he gets when he can see it all. Clarity.  

Don‟t turn a deaf ear to your inner voice. 
You may not be able to see the whole 
picture yet, but you can hum the overture.  

 
SAGITTARIUS 

I‟ll tell you what I told Pete when he lost 
Clearasil. “Just tell the truth; don‟t worry 
about the outcome. People respect that.”  

Don‟t worry about measuring up to any-
one‟s standards except your own. Yours 
are pretty high and admirable as is.   

 
CAPRICORN 

Don had to reconcile with Mr. Sterling to 
create the new agency. It was a risk that 
paid off only by working together.  

Don‟t pick apart the lead guitar player‟s 
lengthy solo. Maybe it could work with 
different rhythm parts supporting it. Listen.  

 
AQUARIUS 

Don assumed I‟d follow him. I told him, “I 
don‟t want to make a career out of being 
there so you can kick me when you fail.”  

Don‟t skip your research. It‟s an essential 
foundation for everything you write, say, 
sing, purchase, or allow into your life.  

 
PISCES 

I‟m passionate about being a profes-
sional woman in the city. Yes, I‟m “one 
of those girls.” What kind of girl are you? 

Don‟t sings: “I‟m just making you mixtapes 
with homemade covers, Analog to show 
we‟re lovers, Like a rare B-side.” Tift Merritt  

 
ARIES 

I didn‟t know I was pregnant when I went 
into labor. Later I told Pete, “I had a 
baby, and I gave it away.” Perspective.  

Don‟t cower in your closet. Come out. And 
stay out. It may be tempting to run back to 
what feels safe, but you‟ve truly grown.  

 
TAURUS 

My Sugarberry Ham publicity stunt may 
have been proven to be problematic, but 
it was also effective. Fight for your ham.  

Don‟t settle for your mediocre day job. 
What did you want to be when you grew 
up? Disco naps enable you to do both. 

 
GEMINI 

“I‟m Peggy Olson. I want to smoke some 
marijuana.” Remember that? Go join the 
guys and pass the dutchie from the left. 

Don‟t hammer away so relentlessly 
rehearsing your one-woman show. You 
could stage it as an ensemble piece.  

 
CANCER 

Joan once told me that I dressed like a 
little girl. Could your wardrobe use an 
update? I‟d choose strong, bold colors. 

Don‟t trip on terra firma trying to catch 
faeries. Lace up your hiking boots and live 
a purposeful life in the here and now.  

  

Elizabeth Moss is nominated for the 2010 Emmy Award for Best Supporting Actress  

in a Drama Series for her portrayal of Peggy Olson on AMC‟s Mad Men  www.amctv.com  
The Emmy Awards will be broadcast on NBC, August 28.   

[These forecasts are the author’s interpretation of what the onscreen personality might say.] 

 

http://www.amctv.com/


text messages from hell 
me (7/20, 6:44 pm):  What is a ‚fi fa?‛  Is there one against SoVo? 

  

brian-gaydar (7/17, 3:37 

pm): Do u want to by 

sovo?  

me (7/17, 4:58 pm): 

Really?  

brian-gaydar (7/19, 4:04 

pm): Let‟s make it 6. 

me (7/19, 4:22 pm): Ok. 

brian-gaydar (7/19, 5:57 

pm): We are here ;) 

inside. 

me (7/19, 5:58 pm): Ok. 

brian-gaydar (7/19, 11:02 

pm): Thanks again for 

meeting with us. ;)  

me (7/19, 11:03 pm): Yes. 

Thank you.  

me (7/20, 6:44 pm): What 

is a “fi fa?”  Is there one 

against SoVo?  

brian-gaydar (7/20, 6:47 

pm): Umm. That is funny u 

ask?  

brian-gaydar (7/20, 6:48 

pm): Sovo. Inc is 110% 

free and clear. Fi fa is 

when u get a judgement 

from a lawsuit. 

brian-gaydar (7/20, 6:49 

pm): So no. But I am 

curious what was the 

prompt? 

me (7/20, 6:51 pm): But 

there is a fi fa against 

Gaydar‟s assets from the 

Page Printing debt.  That 

includes SoVo.  

brian-gaydar (7/20, 6:52 

pm): Sovo is not an asset 

of Gaydar.  Sovo is 9000% 

a separate company. 

brian-gaydar (7/20, 6:56 

pm): ?? 

me (7/20, 6:57 pm): Doing 

research.  

brian-gaydar (7/20, 6:58 

pm): Fair. Whatever is on 

Gaydar is on Gaydar only. 

That I can assure u of. I 

have the attorney bills to 

prove that lol 

me (7/20, 7:32 pm): From 

what I can see, this Page 

stuff began in 2009 before 

the David/SoVo acquisition 

in February.  Why would it 

be excluded just because 

it separated in March.  

brian-gaydar (7/20, 8:21 

pm): …Project q is NOT a 

source for legal matters. 

Lol.  

me (7/21, 11:51 am): I‟m 

not going to purchase 

SoVo from you guys. It 

was purchased by Gaydar. 

But I am writing about your 

attempt to sell it.   

me (7/21, 11:52 am): Any 

comment?  

brian-gaydar (7/21, 12:00 

pm): Xanna. That is not 

correct.  Writing about it is 

not appropriate. Can you 

explain why?  

me (7/21, 12:00 pm): I 

have the Report of Asset 

Sales.  Gaydar was the 

purchaser.  

brian-gaydar (7/21, 12:05 

pm): I explained the 

difference and we have 

the documents that legally 

show that.  I will not spend 

time explaining as u have 

made up your mind.  

brian-gaydar (7/21, 12:05 

pm): No talk about 

anything else unless you 

sign a non disclosure.  

me (7/21, 12:05 pm): No 

thanks.  

brian-gaydar (7/21, 12:06 

pm): No comment and 

sorry. 
 

 

For the full back story 

on this month’s  

text messages from hell, 

please visit the BLOG section 

of www.dontlabelit.com 



scene it all…!     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

____________________________________________________ 

 

about DON’T LABEL IT!...  Previously published in the 1990’s in Austin, Texas, 

this ‘zine began simply as my band’s newsletter and evolved into a regional Texas 

publication. Since the demise of Atlanta’s lesbian magazine in 2009 (as its former 

Entertainment Editor) and after a brief stint as Contributing and then Interim 

Editor for another now defunct GLBT paper, I’ve revived the concept of cross-

pollinating on paper and online the worlds I’ve always lived in:  

the live music scene, film happenings, and the gay community.  
Within these pages, they coexist in harmony.             

 
 

 
If your business would like to become an  

environmentally conscious print sponsor,  
please contact Xanna at dontlabelit@gmail.com.  

 

DON’T LABEL IT! IS PRINTED ON 100% RECYCLED ACID/BLEACH FREE PAPER.  
PLEASE RECYCLE THIS PUBLICATION AGAIN RESPONSIBLY 

 

 

 

Fourth Tuesday Happy Hour @ Bellissima, ATL 
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